Contents

Symbols . . . .. 6
Acknowledgments . . . . .. L 7
Bibliography . . . . . . . 8
Preface . . . . . . . e 9
Foreword. . . . . . . . . L 11
Introduction . . . . . ..o 13
Chapter 1: Prophylaxis . . . . . ... ... 15
Chapter 2: Defense in Worse Positions . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ...... 45
Chapter 3: Building and Breaking Fortresses . . . . . . . ... ... ... ..... 95
Chapter 4: Positional Sacrifice. . . . . . .. ... ... ... .. ... ..., 121
Chapter 5: Paralysis in the Middlegame . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ..... 187
Chapter 6: Maneuvering . . . . . . . . . .. .. i o e 205
Solutions to Exercises . . . . . . . . . ... 233
Epilogue . . . . . . ... 237
Index . . . . . . 238



Acknowledgments

There are many people without whom this book would not have been possible. I
would like to express my sincere gratitude to:

IM Armen Ambartsoumian for not only being my chess mentor, but also for pro-
viding emotional support during many grueling chess tournaments.

My former chess teacher, sparring partner, and long-term friend NM Michael
Aigner for contributing to my chess education in more than one way.

IM John Donaldson (Director of the Mechanics Institute Chess Club) for guiding
my chess career for years and giving me many opportunities to study with numer-

ous grandmasters who visited the Club.

My current chess teachers GM Gregory Kaidanov and GM Lev Psakhis for providing
countless invaluable advice both on and off the board.

IM Sam Shankland and FM Steven Zierk for being true friends and cheering me up
in times of stress.

My deepest appreciations to NM Dana Mackenzie for reading the entire manuscript
and providing extremely valuable critique and making many improvements to it.

My parents for their never-ending support and constant encouragement.

My brother Alan for his love, devotion, and true friendship.



Mastering Positional Chess

Bibliography

Books

Ispitaniye Vremenem (The Test of Time), Garry Kasparov (Azerbaijani Governmental
Press 1985)

Khod za Khodom, God za Godom (Move by Move, Year by Year), Alexander Nikitin & Garry
Kasparov (64 Press 1998)

Secrets of Chess Defense, Mihail Marin (Gambit Publications 2005)

The Road to Chess Improvement, Alex Yermolinsky (Gambit Publications 1999)

Opening Revolution in the 1970’s, Garry Kasparov (Ripol Classic Publications 2007)
Learn from the Legends: Chess Champions at their Best, Mihail Marin (Quality Chess
2006)

Poezia Shakhmat (The Poetry of Chess), Boris Grigoriev (Bolsen Publications 2008)

Chess Facts and Fables, Edward Winter (McFarland & Company 2006)

Modern Defense, Jon Speelman & Neil McDonald (Everyman Chess 2000)

Inside the Chess Mind, Jacob Aagaard (Everyman Chess 2004)

Understanding Pawn Play in Chess, Drazen Marovic (Gambit 2000)

Periodicals

New In Chess

New In Chess Yearbook
Chess Life

Websites
www.uschess.org
www.chessgames.com
www.theweekinchess.com
www.chessbase.com
www.chess-results.com
www.chessclub.com/fm
WWW.Ionroi.com
www.uschessleague.com

Miscellaneous

MegaBase 2009
Correspondence Base 2009
ICC (Internet Chess Club)



Introduction

Nowadays, many players hugely underestimate the importance of positional play.
Certain writers promise the reader gigantic rating gains if the reader solves tens (or
even hundreds) of tactical problems a day. Many players follow this advice for a
while, and it certainly is a good idea to solve tactical problems. I have done the
same thing for most of my chess career. Nevertheless, when I started getting con-
stantly outplayed, I realized that tactical practice was not the only way to improve
one’s playing strength. The more I studied positional chess, the more I understood
the importance of positional play.

I realized that in order to create positions where tactical motifs could be uti-
lized, it is vital to understand positional ideas at least on the basic level. Yes, reading
a book on tactics is often a more entertaining task than reading a book on posi-
tional chess, but if you want to excel at chess, you have to delve deeper into the
chess realm, and appreciate not only visually pleasing combinations, but much
more subtle positional ideas. As I soon learned, winning with an extremely subtle
maneuver is often a lot more aesthetically pleasing than executing a smothered
mate.

If T could pinpoint the most important time when my studies came into use, it
would certainly be the World Youth Chess Championship in 2007. Being a “vet-
eran” of this prestigious annual event, I understood that most opponents did not
pay attention to positional chess. Therefore, when I was playing my games, I
steered the game into positional tracks and every time my opponent would make a
mistake that handed the advantage or the initiative over to me. I won game after
game in the same fashion — systematically improving my position until my oppo-
nent would make a mistake. No matter how strong he was, he made a mistake every
time. In the last round, my studies helped especially. I needed a win for first place,
but was playing a very strong player from Russia. In a quiet Najdorf, my opponent
made one tiny-looking inaccuracy. Immediately, my pieces poured into the weak-
nesses he had created, and he could not defend against the vicious onslaught.

However, it’s impossible to learn positional chess only by reading. In order to
improve, I started to write notes on my own games with the goal being to raise the
level of my positional play. In a short while, the messy notes started to take shape.
As my chess level progressed, I found a lot of mistakes to correct and a lot of analy-
ses to redo, but after two years of work I finally finished the typed manuscript. Sud-
denly, my private notes turned into a more formal manuscript, which I showed to
my chess friends and teachers. They liked it, and encouraged me to continue my
work. After two years, I was ready to share it with other chess players!

This book is geared towards players aiming to improve their positional under-
standing, and towards advanced players who want to add to their arsenal of ideas.
In other words, my goal is to equip you with enough positional motifs to help you
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to move on to more complicated material. I'm sure that no matter how strong you
are, you will find some helpful material in this book.

I feel that now is a great moment to talk about why I chose the chapters that I
did in this book. First of all, why did I allocate so much space to paralysis? I think
that paralysis in the middlegame is a concept that is of paramount importance.
Knowing techniques to impede the development of your opponent’s pieces is cru-
cial. As we shall see in the chapter, there are many games where grandmasters mas-
terfully neutralized the activity of the opponent’s pieces, and thus quickly won the
game. The reason I chose the subjects in the other chapters is because I felt that they
simply were the most important when studying positional chess. For example, pro-
phylaxis is another concept that tactical players tend to underestimate. As we shall
see, the most innocuous-looking moves are often the precursor to a decisive com-
bination.

Although there are many great books on positional chess, I think that this book
is a bit different. First of all, I tried to pick games in which the players were approx-
imately equal in strength. Secondly, besides showing classic games I picked games
in which the players made mistakes, since in almost all of today’s games up to
grandmaster level, errors are unavoidable. When I was only beginning to play seri-
ous chess, I thought that books written by strong grandmasters were flawless. To
me, grandmasters were like gods — everything they wrote was law, and nothing
could be debated. To my utter surprise, I discovered that the appealing outer layer
of text hid many mistakes, which sometimes changed the evaluations of every sin-
gle line given.

Also, another illusion of flawlessness has come along in recent years — the illu-
sion that the computer will solve all problems. Very often, even grandmasters will
categorically accept computer analysis. It is this addiction that usually leads to
something I call “Silicon Syndrome.” A prime example is the following: a com-
puter-addictive master is playing a very important game. On every move, he asks
himself, “And what would Fritz do here?” This constant questioning leads to big time
trouble and, often, to big blunders. Therefore, in chess, the more verbosity there is
in the annotations, the better! Summing up, in practical play, there will be no com-
puter to assist you, so it is verbal annotations, phrased in human language, that you
will be able to retain and apply in your own games.

IM Fred Reinfeld once said: “It seems to me that little effort is exerted as a rule
(by most writers) to make the study of a book an interesting and pleasant occupa-
tion.” Apart from packing this book with a multitude of great positional ideas, I
have tried to make it as enjoyable and readable as possible. After all, the purpose of
reading a chess book is not only to learn from it, but to enjoy it as well!

Daniel Naroditsky,
December 2009
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Chapter 1: Prophylaxis

This book starts with prophylaxis because I'm convinced that in order to master
positional thinking, one needs to first master prophylactic thinking. Let me define
what exactly I mean by prophylaxis.

Prophylaxis can mean stopping a possible plan or a future threat by the oppo-
nent. For instance, evacuating the king from a danger zone is an example of pro-
phylaxis — the king might be subject to an attack, and removing the king com-
pletely nullifies the effectiveness of the attack.

Another example of prophylaxis is when you take away an important square
from your opponent, thus rendering a certain plan or idea useless. The first person
that touched upon the concept of prophylaxis was the Latvian-born Danish Maestro
Aron Nimzowitsch. He formulated the idea itself and emphasized the importance
of prophylactic thinking. Although today’s definition of prophylactic thinking
might differ from Nimzowitsch’s, he certainly deserves full credit for “inventing”
prophylactic thinking.

Another important point: prophylaxis is completely different than defense. In de-
fense, you're almost always trying to parry threats that are already present, while pro-
phylaxis is all about rooting out the source of problems. For example, if one side has
a bishop that can potentially cause problems, trading the bishop for another piece or
even giving up an exchange to eliminate it is an example of prophylaxis.

Often, when you're attacking, it’s tempting to just throw all of your pieces at
your opponent’s king, instead of stopping any counterplay first.

Let’s take a look at a position from one of the best attackers ever, to see how even
the greatest can fall into this temptation.

U Fischer By sacrificing a piece, Fischer had ob-
B Donner tained a very strong attack. However, it’s
Varna Olympiad 1962 not easy to find the best way to con-
tinue. Fischer, a brilliant attacker, here

0 O forgot to ask himself a question that
i you should ask yourself on every move:

4 4 i “If it were Donner’s move, what

1
X
g 2 would he do?”
A

W In this position, besides .. Wxe3,
A A Donner also wants to play ...f5, when

g B he will be simply a piece up since the
queen on a7 not only defends the
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whole diagonal, but also guards the sec-
ond rank and threatens to go to f7.
Fischer didn’t ask himself this question,
and played the obvious-looking:

1. Hd1-d4?

If one didn’t know Black’s threat, this
move would seem winning — White’s
rook will be deadly if it goes to g4.
However, after Black’s next move, the
tables will be turned.

Instead, White could have played the
instructive 1.Wg3+ &h7 2.h5!. Now,
2..f5 is impossible because of 3.%g6
mate. Only after 2.h5 will White play
Hd4-g4, and his attack will probably be
unstoppable. For instance, 2..We7
3.82d4 Wg5 4 Hg4 Wxhs 5.Hg7+, and
White mates.

Things, however, aren’t so simple. After
a second look at the position, I discov-
ered that Black has the strong 3...9\c5!,
and it isn’t entirely clear how White
should proceed. In truth, White has
very big practical chances after 4.Hg4!
f6 5.2f4, but with 5. %Wg7 Black at
least fights on.

1. . f7-f5!

Oops! Now Black is up a piece for lim-
ited compensation. Obviously, Donner
still needs to make a few accurate
moves, but the result of the game is de-
termined.

2. Hf1-di Ha4-ch
3. Hd4-d8 Wa7-f7
4, Hd8xe8 Wf7xe8
5. £e5-d4 &c5-e4
6. f2-f3 e6-eb!

W8 oo
¢ 4
F 3 F Y Y
A8 A A
W A

A8 A
= &

And Black is winning, although he still
has to be careful. Fischer threw in the
towel after 15 more moves.

This example teaches us the importance of asking, “What would my opponent do if it
were his move?” Although this question should be asked in all critical positions, it
doesn’t provide insurance against the opponent’s ideas.

In the next example, Botvinnik, a great master of prophylaxis, shows how to

successfully parry an unpleasant idea.

U Botvinnik

M Keres

Moscow 1952

Queen’s Gambit Declined (QGD),
Carlsbad Variation (D35)

1. d2-d4 Hg8-f6
2. c2-c4 e7-eb

16

3. ©b1-c3 d7-d5

4. c4xd5 eb6xd5

5. 2c1-g5 £&f8-e7
6. e2-e3 0-0

7. 2f1-d3  ©b8-d7
8. Wdi-c2 Ef8-e8



9. »gl-e2 &Hd7-f8
10. 0-0 c7-c6
11. Zail-b1 £e7-d6?!

An unnecessary waste of a tempo. The
bishop was sitting perfectly on e7.
Moreover, the plan f3-e4 is even stron-
ger now, since White will be threaten-
ing e4-e5.

However, a closer look reveals that Black
wants to play ...2g6 followed by ...h6,
and this threat is not easy to parry. Fur-
thermore, 12...2xh2+ is threatened, so
White has to stop this plan in one
move.

12. &g1-hi
13. f2-f3!

o f8-g6

Botvinnik displays brilliant positional
understanding — this move is a mix of
deep prophylaxis and a tactical idea,
which will soon be revealed. Now,
13...h6 is met by 14.2xf6 Wxf6 15.e4,
and Black’s
quickly.

position deteriorates

Chapter 1: Prophylaxis

For example, 15..Wh4 16.g3 Wh3
17.e5 £2b8 18.f4, and now White’s
deadly pawn armada should decide the
game.

It’s interesting how one pawn move can
destroy a whole plan. Keres finds noth-
ing else but to move the bishop back to
its original square.

13. . 2d6-e7
14. Ebi-e1 &f6-d7
15. £g5xe7 He8xe7
16. %e2-g3

E oy e
Ai AEir24iid
F 3 A
4

A
NE A A G
A AW iy
EE &

Black has a horrid position. His pieces
are totally uncoordinated and White
will soon play e3-e4, simply crushing
Black.

16. .. Hd7-f6
17. We2-f2 £c8-e6
18. »Hg3-f5 Lebxf5
19. 2d3xf5 Wd8-b6
20. e3-e4

and after 17 moves of agony, Keres fi-
nally resigned.

The next game we will look at is similar to the previous one in many ways — Kar-
pov, another legendary master of positional play, demolishes Timman'’s plans. It’s
interesting to note how Timman makes no big mistakes, and nevertheless gets out-

played.
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Chapter 4: Positional Sacrifice

The positional sacrifice is one of the most important topics in the realm of posi-
tional chess. Time and again, you will encounter situations in which a positional
sacrifice occurs. In this chapter, my goal is to discuss the meaning and correct tim-
ing of positional sacrifices. In order to make this topic easier to comprehend, the
chapter is divided into three sections: ‘Positional sacrifice in the opening’, “Posi-
tional sacrifice in the middlegame’, and ‘Positional sacrifice in the endgame’.

The usual goal of the positional sacrifice is to either:

A. Acquire a significant space advantage and simultaneously cramp your
opponent’s pieces;

B. Create a position in which the opponent’s pieces and pawns will be in-
efficiently placed; or

C. Achieve dynamic compensation in various forms.

Although there are sometimes other purposes for positional sacrifices, these are the
three major ones. The main point here is that one shouldn’t be afraid of sacrificing
a pawn or even a piece in order to achieve one or more of the three forms of com-
pensation. A pawn is not always a huge amount of material, so often the investment
is completely justified.

Moreover, utilizing the positional sacrifice is the ONLY way to maintain the ini-
tiative in most cases. One quickly realizes that in order to maintain the initiative, it’s
vital to utilize some kind of unusual resource. A chess classic once said, “You don’t
win by good positions, but by good moves.” In many of our examples here, the posi-
tional sacrifice will simply transform a static advantage into a dynamic one (or the
other way around).

Positional Sacrifices in the Opening

Positional sacrifices in the opening occur not as often as in the middlegame. Fre-
quently, one has to sacrifice a pawn in order to keep the initiative going. While
looking at the following games, please note that many tactical sacrifices have a clear
positional basis.

Our first example is one of the most instructive games ever played: Black incorpo-

rated a multitude of ideas — positional sacrifice, energetic play, and a formidable
amount of over-the-board calculation.
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[ Kortchnoi

Bl McShane

Igualda 2005

Grinfeld Indian Defense (D70)

d2-d4 Hg8-f6
c2-c4 g7-g6
Hb1-c3 d7-d5
c4xd5 Hfexds
2c1-d21?

EQAsWée K
442 42i &
4
A
&
%)

A QAR AA
=t WHanl

This relatively rare move contains more
poison than you would think. The main
idea is that after e4 ...2)xc3, White can
take back with the bishop, rendering
...c7-c5 completely harmless. The
drawback of this move is its sluggish-
ness and the resulting weakness of the
d4 pawn.

5. .. 218-g7

SIS TN

Simple and correct. 5...4)b6 is worse
because it allows White to develop his
bishop to f4. The game Wang Yue-
Morozevich, Wijk aan Zee 2009, con-
tinued 6.2f4! Rg7 7.e3 52! 8.dxc5
£xc3+ 9.bxc3 Wxdl+ 10.HExd1 with
an advantage.

6. e2-e4 Hd5-b6

After 6...00xc3 7.2xc3 ¢5 8.d5 e5 9.f4!
White has a clear advantage.

7. £d2-e3 0-0
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Now White is at an important cross-
roads. He has to choose between the ag-
gressive move 8.f4 and the more re-
strained move 8.f3. Kortchnoi played:

8. f2-f4!?

After 8.3 &c6 White has many op-
tions, but the best one seems to be:
9.d5 &e5 10.£d4 c6 11.f4 Lg4
12.2e2 (12.f3 2xf3 13.gxf3 Dxf3+!
with a voracious initiative) 12...%ec4!
13.8xg7 @xe2 14.0gxe2 &xg7 with
equality.

8. . %\b8-c6!

The only way to neutralize White’s
opening aggression. 8...f5 looks inter-
esting, but after 9. Wb3+ &h8 10.e5 c6
11.5f3 e6 12.2e2 d5 13.2xd5 cxd5
14.0-0 White has a huge positional ad-
vantage because of the chronic weak-
ness of Black’s light-squared bishop and
his huge lack of space.

9. d4-d5 %c6-b87?!

I'm reluctant to call this a mistake, but
it’s certainly very risky. The main move
is 9...%a5. Now, if White doesn’t take
immediate action, Black will play ...c6
and White’s position will be at risk of
completely collapsing. Therefore,
White’s only move is 10.£2d4. Now the
correct move is 10...e5! (on 10...c62,



11.2xg7 &xg7 12.b4! Dact 13.8xc4
Pixc4 14.Wd4+ wins a piece) 11.82xe5
£xe5 12.fxe5 Wha+ 13.g3 We7. The
main problem with the text move is
that Black delays his development,
while White has already placed most of
his pieces on aggressive positions. Ob-
viously, White does have to be careful
not to miss ...c7-c6.

EAQW K¢
Aid L2124
A 4

A
A A
N 2
RPN A
= WHanH

10. 2e3-d4?!

Returning the favor. The only way for
White to exploit his advantage was by
fighting for the initiative. In his
ChessBase annotations, grandmaster
Michal Krasenkow gives a thorough
analysis after the correct move 10.a4!.
In a previous analysis of the game, I
gave the variation 10.)f3?! £g4?
11.2d3 2xf3 12.%xf3 c6 13.0-0
£xc3 14.bxc3 cxd5 15.Habl with a
very dangerous initiative. However,
Black isn’t forced to give up his
light-squared bishop. The signifi-
cantly stronger 10...c6! leads to ap-
proximate equality after 11.dxcé
Dxc6 12.8b5 £g4 13.0-0 4d4!
14.2xd4 2xf3 15.Wxf3 Wxd4+.
Thus, Krasenkow was absolutely cor-
rect.

The main idea of 10.a4 is to threaten
the unpleasant a4-a5, horribly misplac-

Chapter 4: Positional Sacrifice

ing Black’s pieces. Therefore, Black has a
dilemma: he can allow a4-a5, or try to
make use of White’s risky pawn play.
Again, he has many options, but we’ll
examine his best option.

10...e5! It is absolutely crucial for Black
to fight for the initiative. In the stem
game of this variation, Gheorghiu-
Fracnik, Black achieved easy equality af-
ter 11.fxe5 2xe5 12.00f3 Rg4!
(Ftacnik even gives 12..82xc3+
13.bxc3 He8 14.Wd4 f5! as better for
Black) 13.%d2 2xf3 14.gxf3 c6! 15.a5
&\c8 16.8c4?! (this move appears to
waste a tempo. After Black’s next move,
White will find himself in a dangerous
position. Better and safer is 16.£.d4,
with approximate equality) 16...4d6!
17.2b3 d7F and Gheorghiu realized
that he was in trouble. Ftacnik master-
fully converted his advantage into a
brilliant win.

White'’s best reply, however, is 11.a5!,
when his development advantage gives
him a nagging initiative.

Therefore, the active 10.a4 would have
lead to a position which was certainly
better for White. I'm not sure what
McShane intended to play in response
to 10.a4.

10. .. £g7-h6!

The most ambitious and best option, al-
though the line 10...2xd4 11.%xd4 c6
should also give Black equality.

1. Wd1-f3 c7-c6
12. h2-h4?!

Kortchnoi decides to take drastic mea-
sures in order to refute McShane’s play,
but this is met by a stunning reply. In-
stead, it was still not too late to consoli-
date his pieces by means of the simple
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12.5d1, after which the position would
be about equal.

12. . c6xd5
13. e4xd5

EALW Edé
41 412 1
A F §-1
A
2 A A
A W

iy A
=t LaNE

Now it’s not clear how Black can stop
the extremely unpleasant h4-h5. Let’s
try to reconstruct McShane’s train of
thought here:

“What a disaster! My opponent is threaten-
ing 14.h5, when I undoubtedly have no de-
fense to the impending voracious attack. Of
course, moves like 13...Be8 do nothing. What
about 13...6c6? O, it also seems to fail after
the intermediate 14.8.xb6. What else can I
do? Since my opponent is moving his pawns
and not developing many pieces, maybe there
is some strike in the center. I only have my
e-pawn, so the only moves seem to be 13...e6
and 13...e5. 13...e6 seems to be slow, so why
not 13...e5, forcing White to make another
move with his bishop and opening up the
e-file and ¢8-h3 diagonal for my bishop?”
Once you understand the essence of the
position, the following move comes as
no big surprise:

13. .. e7-eb!!

This is simply one of the best moves I
have ever seen played in the opening.
Suddenly, White’s weaknesses become
exposed! Notice that this sacrifice is by
all means positional: Black sacrifices a
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pawn in order to finish his develop-
ment with tempo and to expose
White’s hidden weaknesses. Kortchnoi,
however, is not thrown off:

14. £d4xe5!

Instead, 14.fxe5? lost to 14...5%\c6!
15.2xb6 Wxb6 16.dxc6 Wxb2, and
after 17.Hd1 £g4! White is mated
(Krasenkow).

14. .. $\b8-d7

Developing the knight and stopping
15.0-0-0, since after 15..%xe5 the
f-pawn will be pinned.

15. %e5-d4 &Hd7-f6

As a result of the sacrifice, all of Black’s
pieces work together harmoniously.
Also, it becomes clear that the g4-
square is irrevocably weakened (pawns
don’t move backwards!).

16. 0-0-0

Exploiting a mnice tactical motif;
16...2.g4 fails to 17.8xf6. Still, White’s
position is at risk of complete collapse.
There are three main reasons for this:

A. The position of White’s king is
very precarious. After a future ... 2f5, it
may be in dire straits;

B. The hole on g4 is a crucial factor in
the assessment of the position. White



will constantly have to be on the look-
out for ... 2.g4;

C. White’s pieces are still not fully de-
veloped. By the time he mobilizes
them, Black will already be prepared to
start a direct assault on the king
Kortchnoi perfectly understands this,
and immediately starts taking emer-
gency precautions.

16. .. Wds-dé

Blockading the d5 pawn and simulta-
neously coordinating his rooks. It’s in-
teresting to note that in good positions,
it's very easy to make a move that
achieves many aims at once. Kortchnoi,
though probably shocked by the sudden
course of events, still doesn’t give in.

17. 2d4xf6 Wd6xf6!

Every move is played with great accu-
racy. Instead, the attractive 17.. . 2xf4+
18.&b1 Wxf6 would have lead only to
approximate equality after 19.£d3
Le5 (19..8f5 20.4ge2 Lxd3+
21.Hxd3 L2e5 22.Wxfe £xf6 23.0e4)
20.%xf6 £xf6 and now:

A) 21.9e4?! Rg7 22.5d6 &Hxd5
gives Black an edge;

B) 21.2ge2! £g4 22.%5e4 fKe5
23.2)f2 leads to approximate equality.

18. g2-g3  2h6-g7
E 8 E o
F 3 3 FR-IF
A WA
A
A A
%) WA

B A
HE oHnEH
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As if building a killer battery (g7+£6)
was not enough, Black also threatens
the dangerous 19..h5 followed by
20...£g4. Although White’s position
isn’t critical yet, he has to play very
carefully in order to survive.

Now, White has a very important di-
lemma. He can either stop 19...h5 by
playing 19.h5 himself, or ignore the
threat and play 2h3 after Black plays
...h5.Kortchnoi plays:

19. EZh1-h2?

A very strange move. I'm very surprised
that Kortchnoi didn’t choose the natural
and correct 19.h5!. Taking the variation
a bit further, Black’s best bet is to obtain
a quick counterattack after 19..2d7
20.hxg6 hxg6 21.2h3 £xh3 22.Hxh3
%\c4!, when, despite Deep Fritz 10’s eval-
uation of “clearly better for White,” I'm
pretty sure that most players would pre-
fer to be Black here. Also good is
19..Wde!? 20.00ge2 W5 21.&bl
%\c4 with a strong counterattack. Over-
all, White certainly wasn’t better after
19.h5, but at least the position would
have been double-edged and not clearly
in Black’s favor.

19. .. h7-h5
20. £f1-h3

This is the only move, as 20.£2e2 2g4!
(20..2f517) 21.Wd3 2f5 22.Wd2
Hac8 23.03 &xd5! 24.Wxd5 Hxc3+
loses quickly.

20. .. ?\b6-c4

This was McShane’s intention when
playing 19...h5. Now, the pressure on
b2 is very strong, and Black needs only
a few moves in order to build up a deci-
sive attack. However, White, in the little
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time he has, builds a very strong defen-
sive cocoon around his king, which
proves to be surprisingly tough to
crack.

21. &ci1-bi

E ¢
41

El> (Eb u
be Jio- (-

I€ fo=> O Doe

138
I
~ =

21. .. Zf8-e8

When I came across this game, the first
thing that came to my mind was the
move 21...20xb2!?, which, surprisingly,
all of the commentators (McShane,
Rowson, Krasenkow) fail to mention.
Obviously, McShane’s move was no
worse, but 21...4xb2 certainly deserves
attention. It doesn’t take long to see that
both of White's options lead to a bad
position:

A) 22.&xb2?! Whe+ 23.&cl Lxc3!
24 Wxc3 £xh3 is horrible for White,
as 25.Hxh3 or 25.%4xh3 both fail to
25...Hac8, winning the queen;

B) 22.Hxb2!is much better, although
the position after 22..82xh3 (not
22...=@=g4?!, which was recommended
in my previous analysis of the game,
since the position after 23.£2xg4 hxg4
24.%d3  Wxc3 25.Wxc3  2xc3
26.Hxb7 is completely unclear)
23.50xh3 W5+ 24.Hc2 Hac8! 25.52d3
Wxh3 is without doubt excellent for
Black. White’s king is very weak, while
his pawn structure is in ruins.
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22. Wf3-d3 Wf6-ab

The ambitious 22...b5?! looks interest-
ing, but gives White a chance to bail
out with 23.d6 £xh3 24.£xh3 Had3
25.d7 He3 26.50d5! Wxb2+ 27.Hxb2
Hxd3 28.Hxd3 Hxb2 29.Hd2 &4
with a repetition of moves. McShane
obviously wanted more than a draw.

23. £2h3xc8

This is the only move, as playing
23.8f1 fails to 23...2f5, winning the
queen.

23. .. Ha8xc8

The intermezzo move 23...He3? failed
to 24.82xb7! Wxb7 25Wxc4 Hxc3
26.We4 Hxg3 27.4)f3, and it is White
who has an edge.

24, Eh2-e2

This should have lost quickly, but one
can’t recommend anything better. The
only other viable move is 24.%\ge2, but
Black wins quickly with 24.. b6 and
following 25..Wb4 White’s position
collapses like a house of cards.

24, .. He8xe2
25. Hgixe2 Wa6-b6

Now, b2 is weakened and the g7 bishop
starts sinking its teeth into the c3
knight. White doesn’t have time to con-
solidate because Black makes threats on
every move!

26. b2-b3 Hec4-a3+
27. &b1-b2 Ha3-b5
28. Hdil-c1 Wh6-c5
29. d5-d6!?

This is White’s only chance, although
he is already lost. Other moves lost to



simpler refutations, although I found
the  variation 29.©&bl  %Ha3+
(29..80xc3+17) 30.%b2 He8 31.d6
b5 rather amusing.
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McShane, who so far has played the
game brilliantly, now misses an ex-
tremely simple winning tactic and

plays:
29. .. 2b5xc3?

It's amazing that McShane missed not
one but two forced wins, which were
not at all hard to calculate:

A) 29..Wa3+ 30.&bl
31.HExc3 £xc3 32.9xc3 Wcs;

B) 29..He8 30.d7 Hxe2+ 31.Wxe2
fxc3+ 32.&c2 Da3+, mating in two
moves. After McShane’s lapse,
Kortchnoi gets a chance to consolidate,
and unfortunately, McShane will have to
convert his advantage all over again.

30. %He2xc3 Hc8-d8
31. d6-d7 Weh-c6

Nxc3+

Black still has a big advantage, but the
game is prolonged for another 25
moves. This game was, in grandmaster
Andy Soltis’s words, “A Botched Bril-
liancy.”

32. &b2-b1
33. ¥d3-e4

Bd8xd7

Chapter 4: Positional Sacrifice
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33. .. Hd7-c7!

McShane isn’t demoralized by his slip
and again makes an exceptionally
strong move. Krasenkow correctly men-
tions that instead, the tempting
33...%d6 would have lead to a perpet-
ual after 34.Hd1 Wfe 35.We8+ &h7
36.Wxd7 Wxc3 37.2d2 Wal+ 38.&c2
Wxa2+ 39.%d1 Wxb3+ 40.&e2
Wxg3 41.Wxf7. The endgame will be
lost for White due to the chronic weak-
ness of the f4-g3-h4 pawn structure.

34. Wed4xc6 Hc7xcbh
35. %c3-d5 Hcbxcl+
36. ®bixcl £g7-d4!

Although Kortchnoi has defended
against the attack, the ending is com-
pletely hopeless. Black will centralize
his king, and the attack on both flanks
will prove deadly for White.

Kortchnoi tries hard to find counter-
chances, but in such positions, the tan-
dem of King with long-range Bishop is
practically always superior to the King
+ Knight tandem.

37. &ci1-d2 &g8-f8
38. ©»d5-e3 &f8-e7
39. &d2-d3 2d4-c5
40. ©d3-e4 Xe7-f6
4. He3-c4 Hf6-eb
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Black has centralized his king, and it be-
comes clear that White cannot defend
both flanks at once.

44. .. &e6-d5!
45. 4c6-e5 &d5-d4
46. %ebxg6 &d4-c3

42. Hc4-ab  f7-f5+ 47. ‘»g6-e5 a7-ab
43. He4-f3 b7-b5 48. &f3-e2 £c5-b6
44, Hab-c6 49. %5eb5-c6 Hc3-b2

50. b3-b4 ab5-a4
51. ©e2-d3 Hb2xa2

i 52. &d3-c2 &a2-a3
/AN I 3 53. %\c6-e7 DHa3xb4
F -] 2 i 54. e7xf5 a4-a3
2 2 55. g3-g4 h5xg4
A g}& 56. h4-h5 g4-g3
& White resigned.

Let’s quickly summarize the most important points we have learned from this
game:

A. Usually, in dynamic openings such as the Griinfeld, making a lot of
moves with one piece is not a good idea (McShane’s ...2c6 — ...20b8
gave Kortchnoi a rather unpleasant initiative).

B. When you are under an opening attack but your opponent has not yet
developed most of his pieces, look for blows in the center that will
open up files and diagonals for your pieces and disrupt the coordina-
tion of your opponent’s.

C. Whenever your opponent is hanging on the precipice, look for fin-
ishing blows. If you procrastinate with the decisive invasion, your
opponent may often have time to consolidate his position (in this
particular endgame, Black was still winning, but in other cases the
defending side might manage to escape into a drawn or even better
endgame).

D. Usually, in knight vs. bishop endgames with pawns on both flanks, the
knight has a very hard time since it cannot defend both flanks at the
same time, while the bishop can attack them simultaneously.

In the next game, White produces an incredible piece sacrifice out of the blue, and
the only thing he will seem to get is a space advantage!
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