
Book Re views

Not Only a Spanish
Inquisition

Those fine fel lows beavering away 
in Alkmaar have sent me five
books to re view this time. Two of
these pro pose rep er toires based on
the Ruy Lopez and a third – ECO C 
Fifth Edi tion – con tains 260 pages
on this re vered ope ning. I have
played var i ous types of Span ish
since the year dot, so all this new
ma te rial is very ex cit ing and I was
par tic u larly in ter ested to com pare
the as sess ments on var i ous lines.
So there is a dis tinctly Span ish
flavour to what follows.
The re main ing two books are co-
 authored ef forts; Kar pov and Pod -
gaets look ing at the Panov-
 Botvinnik At tack in the Caro-
 Kann, and Morozevich and Barsky 
giv ing an in sid ers’ view of the
Chigorin De fence.
In fact, hav ing two or more au thors 
seems to be the fash ion, if these
books are any thing to go by, as
only one of the five was writ ten by
one per son alone. This pro cess is
great in prin ci ple, if ev ery one con -
trib utes great in put, but some one
has to take the re spon si bil ity of
putt ing the pack age to gether into
the finished product.

Var i ous au thors
Encyclopaedia C, Fifth Edition
Sahovski Informator 2006, 672
pages

To many in Eng land, 1966 is in ev i -
ta bly as so ci ated with Eng land last
win ning the World Cup (that is, at
foot ball, or, for you Amer i can
folk, soc cer). Yes, it was a long
time ago was n’t it!

A rev o lu tion in the chess world
also be gan in that year, with the ap -
pear ance of the first Informator.
Since then, the in flu ence of the
Ser bian-led team of an a lysts has
been re mark able and de serves rec -
og ni tion, and true, Informators
still have pull ing power due to the
time less de sire for ‘new’ moves
and grandmasterly anal y sis.
A few years later the pres ent-day
ECO-code sys tem was re fined in
Bel grade so that all ope nings are
clas si fied us ing the let ters A to E.
For those un fa mil iar with the let ter
C, this tome cov ers all ope nings
start ing with 1.e4 e6 and 1.e4 e5:
The Latin ope nings – the French,
the Ital ian and the Span ish.
How ever, I don’t know if many
grandmasters use the Encyclo -
paedias any more. From a per sonal
point of view, I still do, al beit
rather less so than I did in my
youth. I should also add that I no
lon ger carry these weighty tomes
to tour na ments very often!
In fact I must ad mit that I now have
all five edi tions of C, start ing with
the first, which had 350 pages and
was pub lished in 1974. The named
au thors in cluded Keres, Kort chnoi,
Larsen, Polugaevsky and Gli go ric.
A cer tain Mikhail Tal even did a
cou ple of sec tions, one of which be -
ing C89 – the char is matic player
thus cov ered the equally flam boy -
ant Mar shall Gam bit.
The much up dated and ex panded
fifth edi tion from 2006 has 672
pages, but has n’t called on the ser -
vices of to day’s stars to en hance the 
ma te rial. In fact this was judged un -
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nec es sary since the ap pear ance of
the third edi tion in 1997.
These author less tomes are in fact
a com pi la tion of the ar chives of
games and anal y ses that have ap -
peared in Sahovski Informator
prod ucts over the years: the world
ac cord ing to Informator.
In ev i ta bly there is a time lag be -
tween the ap pear ance of a new idea
and its pub li ca tion in Informator
(sev eral months at least) and of ten
much lon ger for in clu sion in the
next edi tion of the Encyclopaedia
(at times sev eral years). So does
this prod uct still ap peal in the Com -
puter and Internet Age?
De spite some lim i ta tions, I still
con sider these works as start ing
points for a pro ject, es pe cially
when deal ing with an un fa mil iar
vari a tion. A glance at the
Encyclopaedia is help ful to get an
over view of a vari a tion. Then at
least one should be able to avoid
miss ing out any thing fun da men tal,
but also to fathom the con se -
quences of sec ond ary move or ders.
In many less-fash ion able or per -
haps qui eter lines these tomes are
per fectly ad e quate over time as
ref er ence works to, at the very
least, give one a rough idea as to
what the con sen sus thinks. How -
ever, I will in vari ably check my
com puter to see what’s new and, of 
course, in or der to get down to
some fine detail.

One prob lem that I’ve en coun tered 
when I started to look at in di vid ual
lines is that Sahovski prod ucts
tend to miss out on im por tant anal -
y ses if the source is from out side
their do main. Here’s an ex am ple...

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 a6
4.Ãa4 Àf6  5.0-0 b5 6.Ãb3 Ãc5
7.a4 Õb8 8.c3 d6 9.d4 Ãb6
10.Àa3  0-0 11.ab5 ab5 12.Àb5
Ãg4 13.d5 Àe7 14.Ãc2 Àg6
This move re ceives a ? in ECO.
Af ter 14...©e8 15.c4 Àe4 16.Ãe4
f5 17.Ãd3 e4 18.Ãe2 ef3 19.Ãf3

.t._DtM_
_.j.s.jJ
.l.j._._
_N_I_J_.
._I_._L_
_._._B_.
.i._.iIi
r.bQ_Rk.

.t._DtM_
_.j.s.jJ
.l.j._._
_N_I_J_.
._I_._L_
_._._B_.
.i._.iIi
r.bQ_Rk.

Khalifman’s work in his 2003 Ope -
ning for White ac cord ing to Anand
– 1.e4 is clearly in fe rior to that of
ECO at this point. Khalifman only
con sid ered 19...©h5?! 20.Õa3
Àg6 21.Ãg4 fg4 22.Ãe3 and Black 
did n’t have enough for the pawn in
McShane- M.Müller, Ger many Bun -
des liga 2002/03.
How ever, Black has 19...Àg6!, a
fine move first played by Ganguly
in a zonal tour na ment in 2001, but
over looked by Kha lifman. A
shame, be cause it changes the as -
sess ment of the vari a tion and thus
the whole line for Black:
 A) A re cent ex am ple led to a
quick black win: 20.Õa3 Àe5
21.Ãg4 fg4 22.©c2?? (22.Õg3!?)
22...Õf2! 23.Õf2 Àc4 24.g3 ©b5
0-1, Berescu- Sofronie, Predeal,
Ro ma nian Championship 2006;
 B) 20.b3 Àh4 is ana lysed by
Sasa Velickovic (a mem ber of the
ed i to rial board) as lead ing to
equal ity.
15.h3 Ãh3!
The only good re ply and well-ana -
lysed by Khalifman in 2003. ECO

does n’t con sider this move which,
along with their be lief in 14...©e8, 
ex plains why it judges 14...Àg6 so
harshly.
Re treat ing the bishop fa vours
White: 15...Ãd7 16.Àa3 ©e7
17.Õe1 Àh5 18.Àc4 Àhf4 19.Àb6 
Õb6 20.®h2, Mamedov-Borisek,
Oropesa del Mar 1999, as well as
15...Ãh5 16.©d3, Acs- Estrada
Nieto, Hun gary 2000, leave Black
with noth ing much for the pawn.
16.gh3 ©d7 17.c4!?
Not very chal leng ing was 17.Àh2
©b5 18.Àg4 Àg4 19.©g4 Õa8
½-½, Fercec-Hiermann, Oberwart
2003.
17...©h3 18.Àg5
The only move, oth er wise Black’s
at tack crashes through.
18...©g3 19.®h1 ©h4 20.®g2
Black has some chances on the
kingside for the piece, but I sus pect 
that he may not quite have enough
com pen sa tion.

.t._.tM_
_.j._JjJ
.l.j.sS_
_N_Ij.n.
._I_I_.d
_._._._.
.iB_.iK_
r.bQ_R_.

.t._.tM_
_.j._JjJ
.l.j.sS_
_N_Ij.n.
._I_I_.d
_._._._.
.iB_.iK_
r.bQ_R_.

20...Àf4!
20...h6 21.Àh3 Àe4 22.©e2!
(22.Õa3 f5 23.©e2) 22...f5 23.Õa3 
Õf6 24.Õh1. So far fol low ing
Khalifman’s anal y sis, who cor -
rectly con cludes that White beats
off the at tack: 24...Õbf8 25.b4 Àe7 
26.Õf3 Õg6 27.®f1 Õg4 28.Õg1
Õf6 29.Ãe3, Karjakin-Radjabov,
Cap d’Agde 2006, and White went 
on to win.
Black did n’t have enough com -
pen sa tion ei ther af ter 20...Àh5
21.Àh3 Àgf4 22.Àf4 ©g5
23.®f3! ef4 24.Õh1 f5 25.ef5 Ãf2
26.®f2 ©g3 27.®f1 f3 28.Õg1,
S.Zhi galko- Sofronie, Pardubice
2006.
21.Ãf4 ef4 22.Àh3!?
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Af ter 22.Àf3 ©g4 23.®h1 Õfe8
24.Àh2 Khalifman con sid ers the
po si ti o n to be win ning for White.
This may not be so clear-cut, as
Black can con tinue press ing de spite
be ing a piece down and can per haps
pick up a pawn or two to com pen -
sate, for ex am ple: 24...©h4 25.©e2
Õe5 26.Õg1 Ãf2 27.Õg2 Ãg3
28.Àd4 Õh5 with just about enough
prac ti cal com pen sation.
22...g5 23.Õa3!
Korneev- Ragger, Aus trian Staats -
liga 2006/07, also led to a white
blun der: 23.©e2 Àg4 24.Ãd1??
(24.Õh1 Àf2! but better is 24.Õa3,
but I be lieve that Black has enough
play fol low ing 24...Àe5 25.Ãd1
f5! 26.ef5 Õf5 27.©e4 Õbf8
28.Õa8 Õf7) 24...Àe3! (a thun der -
bolt!) 25.fe3 ©g3 26.®h1 ©h3
27.®g1 Ãe3 28.Õf2 Õa8 and Black 
was on top and went on to win.
23...Àg4 24.Õh1?
24.©e1! Àe5 25.f3 would in stead
test Black’s re sources: 25...©e1
26.Õe1 Àc4 27.Àg5 gives back
some ma te rial for a fa vour able
end game.
24...Àf2 25.Àf2 ©f2 26.®h3 f5
27.ef5 ©h4 28.®g2 ©f2
29.®h3 Õbe8
And Black’s at tack was too strong
in Vocaturo-Godena, Ital ian
Cham pi on ship, Cremona 2006.

My con clu sion: ECO seems to
have its fin ger on the pulse af ter
14...©e8 but has com pletely
missed the bus on 14...Àg6.
Khalifman was ahead of his time
con cern ing 14...Àg6 but had over -
looked an im por tant game and its
con se quences af ter 14...©e8.

For many an av er age player who
wants some ex pla na tion of what is
hap pen ing in a line, a few in ter na -
tion ally rec og nized sym bols won’t 
be enough. They may feel more
com fort able when they are read ing 
their text-rich rep er toire book, but
these by def i ni tion miss out great
chunks of stan dard clas si cal the -
ory. As a gen eral rule most ope -
ning books these days are

be com ing se lec tive in the vari a -
tions they deal with (and by im pli -
ca tion those that are omit ted
al to gether!) so it’s prag matic to
have some thing some where in
black- and- white that enables us to
see the wider picture.
When we con sider the vast quan -
tity of highly-con cen trated 95%-
 relevant in for ma tion con tained
within, and the mod est price of 32
Eu ros, it’s not bad value at all de -
spite a few short com ings.
So there is def i nitely a place for the 
Encyclopaedia to day on our book -
shelves, but prin ci pally as a com -
ple men tary work.

An drew Greet
Play the Ruy Lopez
Ev ery man 2007, 376 pages

The ti tle re fers quite cor rectly to
White play ing the Ruy Lopez.
This I had to think about for a
while! Af ter 1.e4 e5 2.Àf3, Black
can, if he wants, play the Petroff
with 2...Àf6 or choose to play the
Philidor with 2...d6, but he can
only in vite the Ruy Lopez with
2...Àc6. It’s White, by play ing
3.Ãb5, who de cides that it’s go ing
to be a Ruy Lopez.
The au thor sug gests that the reader
should ac cept the in vi ta tion and
then dem on strates a co her ent rep er -
toire for any who are likely to fol -

low his ad vice. This is based on the
Worrall At tack, but Greet also uses
more than half the book to in ves ti -
gate Black’s early al ter na tives. So
even if the Worrall is n’t your cup of
tea you can learn about all sorts of
weird and won der ful black side -
lines with or with out ...a6.
Nat u rally, if you are look ing for an
anti- Spanish weapon with bite but
with out ‘too much’ the ory, then
Greet may have the so lu tion for you.
Even strong grand masters can def -
i nitely gain from delv ing into these 
pages, here’s an ex am ple:

Mamedov,Rauf
Naiditsch,Arkady
Mos cow Aeroflot Open 2007 (7)

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 Àf6
4.©e2!? a6 5.Ãa4 b5 6.Ãb3
Ãe7  7.0-0 d6 8.c3 Ãg4!?
I pre fer  8...0-0!, for ex am ple: 9.d4
(if 9.Õd1, then the typ i cal Ruy
Lopez ma noeu vre 9...Àa5 10.Ãc2
c5 11.d4 ©c7 looks rea son able)
and only now 9...Ãg4, once White
has com mit ted him self to d2-d4.
9.h3 Ãh5 10.Õd1  0-0 11.d3
d5??

T_.d.tM_
_.j.lJjJ
J_S_.s._
_J_Jj._L
._._I_._
_BiI_N_I
Ii._QiI_
rNbR_.k.

T_.d.tM_
_.j.lJjJ
J_S_.s._
_J_Jj._L
._._I_._
_BiI_N_I
Ii._QiI_
rNbR_.k.

This move has been played be fore,
but this does n’t make it any better!
White has an ex tra tempo (the rook 
is on d1 rather than f1) com pared
to an anal o gous po si tion in which
Black is con sid ered to be OK. On
page 301, Greet points out that this
move is ac tu ally a blun der as it
loses a pawn. Did nei ther player
no tice this possibility?
In stead, Black should choose be -
tween 11...Àa5, 11...©d7 or
11...Õe8.
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12.Àbd2?
12.g4! (with White hav ing his
rook on d1 there is no ...dxe4 re -
source, as White would then sim -
ply re cap ture on e4 at tack ing
Black’s queen) 12...Ãg6 13.g5
Àh5 14.Ãd5 wins a pawn (Greet).
12.Ãg5? was by a young Nor we -
gian player in the game Carlsen-
 Howell, Bu da pest 2003. What ever
hap pened to him?
12...d4 13.Àf1
and White went on to win.

Play the Ruy Lopez is thicker than
most Ev ery man ope ning books
and is al most twice as long as the
highly-re garded Play the King’s
In dian for in stance! This is not be -
cause it is stuffed full of ob scure
and su per flu ous ref er ences, but
be cause there is a great deal of text. 
The book con sists of three ma jor
sec tions, each of which could have
been turned into a book in its own
right and could per haps have been
called: ‘Play ing against the Ruy
Lopez with out 3...a6’, ‘Play ing
against the Steinitz De ferred and
other fourth move al ter na tives’ and 
‘Play ing the Worrall Attack’.
An drew Greet is not an ex pe ri -
enced au thor and so he has felt the
need to ex plain ev ery thing in full,
whether he is ac count ing for the
tim ing of a ma noeu vre or his own
rea son ing. I’m not sure if this re -
sulted from a lack of self-as sur -
ance, but it does mean that the
reader is of fered a full pic ture of
what is go ing on. The reader can
rest as sured that he won’t be fobbed 
off with a dis ap point ing ‘un clear’
just as things are get ting in ter est -
ing. For in stance, on page 143 at the 
end of a line the au thor states:
‘...leads to a rather dou ble-edged
and com pli cated po si ti o n. I feel as
though White ought to be a bit
better here due to Black’s nu mer -
ous pawn weak nesses. This ver dict
is sup ported by the com puter pro -
grams, al though we must also not
un der es ti mate Black’s counter -
chances, based on his pow er ful pair 
of bish ops.’

Even the books re ferred to in the
Bib li og ra phy re ceive a cou ple of
lines sum ma riz ing their par tic u lar -
i ties!
He has avoided the book be ing
weighed down with game ref er -
ences by keep ing them to a healthy
level, so at times he has wielded
the knife quite lib er ally, but the
por tions are thus lean and di gest -
ible. Those with an ap pe tite for
more can al ways gorge them selves 
on their Megabase, but in most
sec tions the of fer ing is adequate.
I con sider the book to be well-writ -
ten and as such use ful for play ers of
all stan dards, es pe cially those in -
tend ing to place their bishop on b5.
Over all a worth while and en joy -
able first book.

Sverre Johnsen & Leif Johannessen
The Ruy Lopez: A Guide for
Black
Gam bit 2007, 208 pages

It does n’t feel that long ago when I
re viewed Sverre Johnsen’s co-pro -
duc tion with Vlatko Kovacevic
Win ning with the Lon don Sys tem
(Gam bit 2005). I re mem ber point -
ing out that de spite the Nor we -
gian’s best ef forts his mod est
rat ing (ac tu ally 2172 at pres ent) is
an is sue. The idea of bring ing a
GM on board then cer tainly helps
to bridge any cred i bil ity gap.
When the dull Lon don Sys tem was 
in fo cus, Kovacevic was able to
point out many po si tional fea tures
whereas here, with a more am bi -
tious ope ning, Leif Johannessen
has taken on the task of re fin ing the 
state of the ultra-complex Zaitsev
System.
De spite be ing in ex pe ri enced in au -
thor ship, the young Nor we gian
GM (for the re cord, he’s 2537!)
has done an ex cel lent job of bring -
ing the pres ent state of the ory to
the pub lic’s at ten tion. In sev eral
lines his con vinc ing anal y sis dem -
on strates why Khalifman and oth -
ers have un der es ti mated Black’s
re sources. Here’s an im por tant
example:

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 a6
4.Ãa4 Àf6  5.0-0 Ãe7 6.Õe1 b5
7.Ãb3 d6 8.c3  0-0 9.h3 Ãb7
10.d4 Õe8 11.Àbd2 Ãf8 12.d5
Àb8 13.Àf1 Àbd7 14.À3h2
Àc5 15.Ãc2 c6 16.b4 Àcd7
17.dc6 Ãc6 18.Ãg5 h6 19.Ãf6
Àf6 20.Àg4 Àg4 21.©g4

T_.dTlM_
_._._Jj.
J_Lj._.j
_J_.j._.
.i._I_Q_
_.i._._I
I_B_.iI_
r._.rNk.

T_.dTlM_
_._._Jj.
J_Lj._.j
_J_.j._.
.i._I_Q_
_.i._._I
I_B_.iI_
r._.rNk.

and now Black has
21...Ãd7!
Al though this was pop u lar ized in
Sep tem ber 2003, it was played at
least as early as Vouldis-Cela,
Greece 1997, which Khalifman
has un for tu nately overlooked.
ECO cu ri ously gives the move or -
der 21...Õc8 22.Ãb3 Ãd7, al -
though Bacrot and ev ery one else
play 21...Ãd7. Johannessen him -
self has even used this move in re -
cent months.
22.©f3 Õc8 23.Ãb3 Ãe6
and both ECO and the Nor we gians 
use sev eral Bacrot games to show
that Black has equal ized, for ex -
am ple:
24.Ãe6 fe6 25.a4 ©d7 26.ab5
ab5 27.©d3 ©c6 28.Õa3 d5!
Külaots- Bacrot, Gothenburg 2005.

The book is, how ever, no sci en tific 
pa per prov ing some ob scure point, 
it’s ac tu ally an ex cel lent hand book 
for the prac ti cal player.
The use of Eng lish is ex cel lent, as
for that mat ter are the style and at -
ten tion to de tail, even in the slower
po si tional lines, mak ing the whole
pack age a plea sure to read.
A nice touch is the in clu sion of a
num ber of quo ta tions, which
adds hu mour and a hu man touch
that oth ers would do well to fol -
low.
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I would ad vise any body up to
grand mas ter to take the time to
read the ‘Pref ace by Leif’, an ob -
ject les son in the pro cess of pre par -
ing a rep er toire. Some thing that is
of ten mis un der stood by lesser
mortals.
I also liked the fact that af ter 9.d4
(in stead of 9.h3) 9...Ãg4 10.d5
Àa5 11.Ãc2, the book’s au thors
are rec om mend ing 11...c6!, rather
than 11...©c8!?, which is n’t look -
ing as rosy as when Nigel Davies
rec om mended it in Play 1 e4 e5
(Ev ery man 2005).
The ear lier de vi a tions by White
are given an ad e quate, al beit at
times lim ited cov er age, al though
the Ex change Vari a tion quite
rightly re ceives plenty of space; I
know from per sonal ex pe ri ence
how many av er age play ers out
there think that 4.Ãc6 is the way to
frus trate the stronger player.
The bed rock of this book, how -
ever, is the Zaitsev, some 40% of
the work. Johannessen has sen si -
bly given sec ond ary al ter na tives in 
many key vari a tions, due to the
risk that one of them could be
busted by a new dis cov ery. How -
ever, I am not sure that the av er age
Joe will to want to put in the work
nec es sary to pre pare such a ra -
zor-sharp sys tem, when he knows
that 90% of his op po nents will no
doubt set tle for an early deviation.
It’s fairly well doc u mented that, as
a rule, Gam bit, tend to in clude
more game ref er ences and an a lytic 
vari a tions in the notes than Ev ery -
man do (this is im me di ately no -
tice able when you flick through
this book and compare it with An -
drew Greet’s). In cer tain Gam bit
books in the past there has been a
ten dency to go over the top, but
here the com plex ity of the vari a -
tion re quires plenty of ma te rial to
tell the whole story. Over all I fell
that they have got the bal ance
about right be tween text, home
anal y sis, pre vi ous ex pe ri ence and
con clu sions, and even the
ubiquitous C212s are kept within
bounds.

I did n’t find the book to be that dif -
fi cult to fol low, but it may be that
those play ers at the lower end of
the scale would strug gle at times.
So al though I’m rec om mend ing
this ad mi ra ble book I’m not sure
that play ers be low 1900 will be
able to fully get to grips with the
Main Line Zaitsev as a po ten tial
rep er toire.

Of course no body ex pects me to
forego the op por tu nity to com pare
these three Ruy Lopez sources that 
ar rived to gether in the post. So
here I am, sit ting in my comfy
chair con duct ing my very own
‘Span ish In qui si tion’.
The Worrall is where there is a
clash of minds, and so here is
where I can com pare all three
sources.

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 a6
4.Ãa4 Àf6 5.©e2 b5 6.Ãb3
Ãe7  7.0-0  0-0 8.c3 d5 9.d3 Ãb7
10.Àbd2 Õe8
This sys tem is rec om mended by
the Norwegian chaps who make
the poi gnant com ment ‘com mon
sense in di cates that Black should
be fine here’. Fair enough.
11.a3
Greet’s sug ges tion to spice up an
oth er wise equal vari a tion.
11.Õd1 Ãf8 12.Àf1 Àa5 (12...h6
13.a3 Àb8 14.Àe3 de4 15.de4

Àbd7 16.Àd5 Àc5!, Ehlvest-
 Anand, Riga 1995) 13.Ãc2 c5
14.Ãg5 h6 15.Ãh4 d4, Barlov-
 Pyhälä, Hel sinki 1990.
ECO reaches the fol low ing di a -
gram via the fol low ing move or -
der: 11.Õe1 Ãf8 (the sim plest way
to equal ity may then be 11...©d7!? 
12.Àf1 Õad8, Keres- Geller, Bu da -
pest 1952, which is men tioned by
ECO) 12.a3 ©d7 13.ed5 Àd5
14.Àe4, see be low.
11...Ãf8 12.ed5
Greet’s rec om men da tion, as he ac -
cepts that 12.Ãa2 is too slow and
may even fa vour Black, for in -
stance: 12...Àb8 13.Õe1 (13.Àg5
h6 14.Àh3 c5 15.f3 Àbd7 16.®h1
c4, Mortensen-Leko, Co pen ha gen
1995) 13...Àbd7 14.Àf1 c5 15.ed5 
Ãd5 16.Ãd5 Àd5 17.Ãd2 g6
18.Õad1 Ãg7, Short- Timman,
Am ster dam 1992.
12...Àd5
12...Àa5! 13.Ãa2 (13.c4?! is du bi -
ous be cause of 13...e4! 14.de4 Àe4)
13...Ãd5 14.b4 Àc6 15.Àe4 Ãa2
16.Õa2 Àd5 17.©c2 (‘al though the
black po si ti o n re mains quite re sil -
ient’ – Greet) 17...a5! = Flear.
13.Àe4 ©d7 14.Õe1

T_._TlM_
_LjD_JjJ
J_S_._._
_J_Sj._.
._._N_._
iBiI_N_.
.i._QiIi
r.b.r.k.

T_._TlM_
_LjD_JjJ
J_S_._._
_J_Sj._.
._._N_._
iBiI_N_.
.i._QiIi
r.b.r.k.

By trans po si tion we reach a po si -
tion that is cov ered in some de tail
by Greet, who de vel ops a num ber
of his own ideas. 
14.Àh4!? is an in ter est ing sug ges -
tion of Greet’s.
14...f5!
14...Õad8?! is given as better for
White by ECO and Greet af ter
15.Ãg5, as in Short-Z. Almasi,
Wijk aan Zee 1995. Greet gives
this line a thor ough anal y sis,
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whereas the Nor we gian book is su -
per fi cial at this point. Even so,
both agree with ECO that the text
move leads to equal chances.
15.Ãa2
15.Àh4?! is not good be cause of
15...Àa5 16.Ãa2 fe4 17.de4 c6 
Greet.
15.Àg3 g6 16.Ãg5:
 A) 16...Ãg7 17.Àe4 (17.©d2!?  
Greet) 17...Àa5 18.Àc5 ©c6
19.Ãd5 ©d5 20.Àb7 Àb7ì 
Grischuk;
 B) 16...h6 17.Ãf6 ®h7 18.Ãe5
Àf4 19.Ãf4 Õe2 20.Õe2, with ‘a
finely bal anced but at the same time 
un bal anced po si tion’. He means
equal! Da Silva-Di Moreno, cor re -
spon dence game 2002.
15...®h8! 16.Àfg5 h6 17.©h5
fe4 18.de4 Àf6 19.Àf7 ®h7
20.Àg5
Tiviakov- Grischuk, Linares 1999.
This draw by per pet ual check
seems to be the fi nal word.

My con clu sion is that in this case
ECO ad e quately sum ma rizes the
state of the ory. The Nor we gian
cou ple have rec om mended a sat -
is fac tory sys tem for Black, even if 
they could have ex plained the var -
i ous ideas in rather more de tail.
Greet has delved deeply into the
line, given plenty of orig i nal anal -
y sis, taken time over his ex pla na -
tions and he is ob jec tive in
ad mit ting that de spite the need for 
Black to be the more ac cu rate, the
line yields no ob jec tive ad van -
tage.
Nigel Short has writ ten the Fore -
word and his in flu ence on this vari -
a tion is ob vi ous as the In tro duc tion
in cludes just one game – his fa mous 
win against Kar pov in the Can di -
dates semi-fi nal from 1992. How -
ever, I don’t be lieve that this vari a -
tion has the same sur prise value as
back then and Short prob a bly
agrees, as he does n’t seem to place
his queen on e2 these days.
Nev er the less, even if the Worrall is 
‘OK, but noth ing spe cial’ An drew
Greet has to be com mended for his
work ef fort.

Al ex an der Morozevich & Vladi -
mir Barsky
The Chigorin Defence
According to Morozevich
New In Chess 2007, 240 pages

Has any one else thought of this
for mat for a book? You find a
2700+ player, ask him po litely to
ana lyse his games from the ope -
ning that he popularized/in -
vented/re vived and turn it into a
book. Barsky is ap par ently a close
friend of the mod ern-day Chi -
gorin- hero as well as an IM and an
ad vo cate of 2...Àc6 him self, so a
good choice of writ ing partner.
The re sult is orig i nal, fas ci nat ing
at times and very in struc tive, but
not quite what we ex pect from an
ope ning book. So for in stance this
work does n’t cover the whole of
the Chigorin in de tail, but in stead
delves into the anal y sis and think -
ing of the top Chigorin ad vo cate of 
the past fifteen years.
So cer tain vari a tions where
Morozevich has con sid er able ex -
pe ri ence get the full works, such as 
the fash ion able 3.cd5 ©d5, but for
lesser lines you’ll per haps have to
re fer to other works such as Die
Tschigorin-Verteidigung by Valeri 
Bronznik (Schachverlag Kania
2001).
In fact the ti tle about sums it up:
this is Morozevich on his in tense

re la tion ship with this con tro ver -
sial ope ning. There are 76 an no -
tated games (fairly com pletely
with a nat u ral em pha sis on the
early phase) of which 52 are
Morozevich’s (one also fea tures
co-au thor Barsky). The book
claims that more than 50 of these
are pre vi ously un pub lished, but
even in those that have been, the
anal y sis has been scru ti nized and
cor rected (if need be) with this
book in mind. One way of get ting
so many new games has been to
use his Internet ex pe ri ences, many
of them blitz, but de spite plenty of
blun ders these games rep re sent
fer tile ground for testing purposes.
The notes are at times lack ing any -
thing more than sym bols and could 
have done with some of the au -
thors’ in ter pre ta tions, but thank -
fully the whole book is n’t like this.
At times at the end of a game
Morozevich will take ‘a closer
look’ at a key po si ti o n, add ing in
fur ther anal y sis and com ment.
So with all this new top-class in put
even many older as sess ments will
need look ing at again. In ad di tion,
the an ec dotes about team anal y ses
and matches in bars add to the at -
mo sphere, the de scrip tion of var i -
ous de vel op ment plans and ad vice
is cer tainly ped a gogic, but in my
opin ion the over-rid ing les son to
be learnt is Morozevich’s and
Barsky’s em pha sis on the prac ti cal 
strug gle. This is no tice able in
Morozevich’s style in the games,
but also when it comes to his
preparation.
A fun da men tal truth is that there is
more than one way to ap proach
open ing prep a ra tion. The main -
stream ap proach of seek ing ‘an
edge with white and equal ity with
black’ is chal lenged by those who
in sist on play ing non-con form ist
open ings. Some one play ing the
Lon don Sys tem, for in stance, is
re ally aim ing for ‘com fort with
white’ and a King’s In dian player
is seek ing ‘dy namic po ten tial’ de -
spite ac cept ing a ‘space dis advan -
tage’.

Book Re views
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When one plays a pet line, it’s no -
tice able how one’s op po nents
(who are less fa mil iar with the type 
of po si tions aris ing) re quire more
time and en ergy to work out the
ram i fi ca tions of what’s go ing on.
So de spite the fact that ‘the ory is
on their side’ they find it hard work 
to make the most of their po si tion.
The Chigorin is one of these ‘prob -
a bly in fe rior but damned awk ward
to face’ openings.
On many oc ca sions he points out
where White can ob tain a pull, so
there is no dis guis ing the fact that
clas si cal equal ity is ‘the o ret i cally’
out of reach. He de scribes the
Chigorin and Albin as ‘...pos si ble
ways of play ing; per haps not the
very best, but per fectly per mis si -
ble. In both cases I re garded the
po si tions ob tained as ac cept able’.
How ever, Morozevich also points
out that play ing the Chigorin ‘is
not some magic wand with black;
its em ploy ment de mands serious
work at home’.
So if you want to im prove your
prac ti cal chances with ad ven tur -
ous ope nings, you still have to put
in the home work.
So you’d better read this book
first!

Anatoly Kar pov & Mikhail
Podgaets
Caro-Kann Defence – Panov
Attack
Batsford Chess 2006, 276 pages

Jimmy Ad ams has been busy it
seems! He has trans lated both this
and the sis ter vol ume on the Ad -
vance and Gam bit Sys tem (see my
re views in Year book 81) in a short
space of time.
The re sult ing Eng lish is agree able
and flows along very nicely, but re -
tains a cer tain charm with some
quaint turns of phrase typ i cal of
trans la tions from Russian.
There are, how ever, two se ri ous
prob lems with this book.
The first has arisen be cause of
time. De spite the best of in ten tions 
on ev ery body’s part, the pro cess of 

com bin ing two peo ple’s work in
Rus sia, pub li ca tion in Rus sian,
trans la tion into Eng lish and ul ti -
mately the ed it ing, print ing and
pub lish ing of the Batsford team
takes time. This has never pre -
sented a prob lem for in struc tion
man u als from the great train ers
and think ers that Rus sia con tin ues
to pro duce, but opening books are
somewhat special.
As far as I can see, the au thors have 
kept abreast of the o ret i cal de vel -
op ments up to and in clud ing
Informator 88, but any thing more
re cent than late-2003 is ab sent.
The in clu sion at the back of the
book of twelve il lus tra tive games
from 2004 and 2005 rec og nizes
this fail ing, but ad dresses the prob -
lem only partially.
So the point is that the book is ba si -
cally out-of-date.
My sec ond moan is about the
struc ture of the book. The chap ters 
are too large and cum ber some and

the ma te rial is pre sented in a con -
fus ing man ner. Notes, sub-notes,
vari a tions etc. are ex tremely dif fi -
cult to fol low un less one starts
right at the be gin ning of a chap ter
and con tin ues from left-to-right.
In or der to clas sify the ma te rial, all
sorts of dif fer ent sym bols are used
and then of ten re used on the fol -
low ing pages and we are con -

fronted with a mass of vari a tions
with moves in bold text, A’s, a’s, I’s 
1’s all over the place.
Each chap ter does, have a wel -
come In dex, which helps some -
what, but my over all im pres sion is
that the pre sen ta tion is messy.
So my con clu sion is that the manu -
script that Batsford were pre sented 
with needed up dat ing and re struc -
tur ing with the same de gree of ap -
pli ca tion as the pro cess of trans la -
tion. The time and ef fort in volved
would have been worth while, in
my opin ion.

Co-au thor Mikhail Podgaets is
pro moted to the front cover, which
I think is an im prove ment over Ad -
vance Vari a tion and Gam bit Sys -
tem and doubt lessly jus ti fied,
al though the re par ti tion of the
work load is n’t men tioned in the
contents.
Al though play ers of the Caro- Kann 
will be the main ben e fi cia ries of
Kar pov’s & Podgaets’s work there
is a wider ap peal in this par tic u lar
vol ume, due to the pos si bil ities of
trans po si tion to other ope nings
such as the QGA and the Nimzo-
 Indian. Stu dents of the iso lated
queen’s pawn struc ture will ben e fit
from a fair few of these 276 pages.
The last sig nif i cant sec tion does n’t 
even qual ify for chap ter sta tus and
is only con sid ered as an ap pen dix.
The Steiner Sys tem, or 1.e4 c6
2.c4, is still, how ever, given 30
pages and makes an ex cel lent ad -
di tion as it will ap peal to Slav (but
not Caro-Kann) play ers (such as
my self!) who are tired of not be ing
sure what to do after 1.c4 c6 2.e4.
There is un for tu nately no Bib li og -
ra phy, but I’m not aware of an other
work cov er ing these vari a tions in
such de tail, es pe cially the Steiner
Sys tem, so the book def i nitely has
its pluses. In deed, once one even tu -
ally finds a par tic u lar vari a tion one
does find the in ter est ing ideas, orig -
i nal anal y sis and the log i cal syn the -
sis nec es sary for a good book.
So an im por tant and stim u lat ing
work, but also dis ap point ing.
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