
Book Re views

Beat ing the Si cil ian
ac cord ing to Je sus

The crunch ques tion for 1.e4 play -
ers is what to do against the Si cil -
ian? An enigma for many and one
that has kept the ink flow ing over
the years.
The so-called ‘anti-Si cil ians’
(where White em ploys an off-beat
line to try and sur prise, or at least
frus trate, his op po nent) have lim -
ited mile age, and well-pre pared
Si cil ian play ers can usu ally get
close to equal ity (or better!) with -
out much effort.
So that brings us to the ques tion of
the ‘Open Si cil ian’, i.e. where
d2-d4 is played on move three,
which is gen er ally ac knowl edged
as the prin ci pled way to com bat
1...c5. So let’s face it, de spite al -
low ing Black to ob tain his fa vour -
ite set-up, White should re ally,
with due prep a ra tion, chal lenge
the Sicilian head-on.
No doubt, what puts many off is the
need to learn a se ries of crit i cal vari -
a tions and, fur ther more, the per cep -
tion that one slip can mean di sas ter
does n’t help mat ters ei ther! How -
ever if the mo ti va tion is there, and
with the right guid ing hand in the
eter nal quest for in spi ra tion, many
would be more will ing to em bark on 
the Open-Si cil ian ad ven ture.
A quar ter of a cen tury ago John
Nunn gave the chess world a magic
key in the form of his Beat ing the
Si cil ian (Batsford 1984), en abling
a whole gen er a tion to open the door 
to a trea sure-trove of golden words
of wis dom. Nunn’s for mula struck
a chord with the pub lic and his
work (plus var i ous up dates and re -
vi sions) be came a bi ble for white-

 side play ers of the Si cil ian. Need -
less to say, time has moved on and
in ev i ta bly the ory has evolved, and
of course rad i cally so in the sharper
lines such as the Najdorf.
So nat u rally many au thors have
added their know-how and per cep -
tion in the light of re cent de vel op -
ments. Here we have a cou ple that
are hot off the press: Chess Stars
pres ents the fifth (out of six) vol -
ume in which Khalifman sets out
his Anand-in spired rep er toire for
White ver sus the var i ous forms of
the Si cil ian De fence, and then there 
is Je sus de la Villa’s am bi tiously ti -
tled Dis man tling the Si cil ian.

Je sus de la Villa
Dismantling the Sicilian
New in Chess 2009, 336 pages

The au thor is from my gen er a tion
and some one who I have seen in
tour na ments for many years. I
think of him as in tro verted, stu di -
ous, al most pro fes sor-like, but in
con trast, at the board a colour ful
tac ti cian who hap pily em ploys
dar ing, and some times rather pro -
voc a tive, opening ideas.
The book re flects both as pects of
his per son al ity: a well-re searched
se ries of sys tems with some flam -
boy ance. He co mes up with a quot -
able ex pla na tion of his gen eral ad -
vice to pu pils: ‘against main lines,
play main lines; against sec ond ary
lines, play sec ond ary lines; against 
un sound lines, play the ref u ta tion.’
Nice! Makes sense to me!
The pro posed core set-up is the at -
trac tive-look ing de vel op ment in -
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volv ing the bishop on e3, the
queen on d2, f2-f3 and  0-0-0, a
con cept known by var i ous names
such as the Yu go slav At tack
against the Dragon, or the Eng lish
At tack ver sus the Najdorf. As this
does n’t work against the Clas si cal, 
he pro poses the Rich ter-Rauzer,
see be low in the fol low ing re view.
He had al ready de vel oped his main 
ideas in an ear lier Span ish book,
Desmontando la Siciliana (2003),
but most ma te rial of the present
tome is brand new.
A one-vol ume an ti dote of any po -
tency against the most-pop u lar
black de fence feels like an im plau -
si ble pro ject, so De la Villa has

pre ferred clar ity and in struc tion
rather than com plete ness. The the -
ory is em bed ded within in struc tive 
games, some of these be ing from
2008, where the notes es sen tially
cover the ope ning and early
middlegame (but next to noth ing
on the endgames), as one would
expect.
I found the gen eral pre sen ta tion to
be sim pler for the reader than in
other New in Chess ope ning
works. This per haps re flects that
the au thor and pub lisher have been 
sen si tive to the fact that the tar -
geted read er ship needs to feel
com fort able nav i gat ing such a
com plex sub ject. The sec tions,
chap ter di vi sions, and in di ces are

well thought out, thus help ing in
this pro cess. In chunk ier notes the
use of a dough nut sym bol(!) to dis -
tin guish be tween lines works well
to di vide the in for ma tion into more 
readily-di gest ible mouth fuls. An -
other as pect that strikes one as be -
ing quite in no va tive is the de tail in
his sum ma ries, where it’s al most
as if the pro fes sor has kindly writ -
ten con cise notes for his stu dents.
Each vari a tion and sub-vari a tion
re ceives its own mini-as sess ment,
thus enabling the reader to have a
convenient aide-mémoire to hand.
The over all ef fect is im pres sive and
highly rec om mended to those who
need help choos ing their lines, and I 
will cer tainly use it for train ing pur -
poses. It may be how ever that
higher-rank ing play ers will feel
that there aren’t enough game ref -
er ences and be dis ap pointed not to
find more of these from 2009.
There is also the point about fol -
low ing the ad vice of a ‘lowly’
2500-strength GM on such an im -
por tant sub ject, but have faith! In
my opin ion if you are look ing for
some good ideas against the Si cil -
ian it’s better to have Je sus on your
side!

Al ex an der Khalifman
Opening for White According
to Anand - 1.e4 (Volume 12)
Chess Stars 2009, 284 pages

Ope ning books from Chess Stars
based in Bul garia have be come the
bench mark for high-qual ity anal y -
sis from the stron gest grand -
masters. Here Al ex an der Khalif -
man turns his at ten tion to the Clas -
si cal Si cil ian against which he rec -
om mends 6.Ãg5, the Richter-
 Rauzer.
Thir teen vol umes will be re quired
in this se ries to lay out a com plete
white rep er toire (based loosely on
Anand’s choices) with 1.e4. That
means some thing in the re gion of
4000 pages in which Al ex an der
Khalifman pres ents his case, so it’s 
no sur prise that he goes deeper into 
many lines than oth ers! To give a

com par i son, in Vol ume 12 there
are 284 pages, whereas De la Villa
han dles this sub ject-mat ter in a
modest 33.
Nat u rally strong the o ret i cal play -
ers should ob tain those vol umes
that cover their rep er toire. I even
know one GM who had given up
buy ing ope ning books al to gether
but started again with this se ries as
he felt that they are just too im por -
tant to ig nore. How ever, for many
lower-rank ing play ers there is far
too much ma te rial for them to as -
sim i late and for them the prac ti cal
choice may be to set tle for a lighter 
al ter na tive. I would sug gest that
play ers less than 1900 would come 
into this category.
The Eng lish text is per fectly ad e -
quate for chess play ers but there are 
al ways a few mi nor er rors in these
works. How ever, the quint es sen tial
is the chess anal y sis, Khalifman’s
in ter pre ta tions backed up by up-
 to- date game ref er ences.

Here are three com par i sons be -
tween this book (AK) and De la
Villa’s (DlV) above.
1.e4 c5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.d4 cd4
4.Àd4 Àf6 5.Àc3 d6 6.Ãg5
Ãd7 7.©d2 Õc8 8.f4
Both opt for this rather than the
more pop u lar  8.0-0-0.
8...Àd4 9.©d4 ©a5 10.e5 de5
11.fe5 e6  12.0-0-0
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._T_Ml.t
jJ_L_JjJ
._._Js._
d._.i.b.
._.q._._
_.n._._.
IiI_._Ii
_.kR_B_R

._T_Ml.t
jJ_L_JjJ
._._Js._
d._.i.b.
._.q._._
_.n._._.
IiI_._Ii
_.kR_B_R

12...Ãc6
Both au thors note the ref u ta tion of
12...Õc3, i.e. 13.Ãd2 ©a2 14.Ãc3
g6 15.b4! Àd5 16.Ãc4 Ãh6 17.Õd2! 
©a3 18.Ãb2 ©b4 19.Ãd5ê.
13.Àb5 Ãb5 14.ef6 Ãc6
Fol low ing 14...Ãa4 15.h4 g6
(15...gf6?! 16.©f6 Õg8 17.Ãd3 is
bad for Black) 16.Ãd3 Ãc5, AK
pre fers 17.©f4!, which he anal y -
ses as ad van ta geous, whereas the
known 17.©g4 h5 18.©e2 is less
clear af ter his sug gested  18...0-0!.
15.h4 g6 16.Ãc4 Ãc5 17.©g4 h5

._T_M_.t
jJ_._J_.
._L_JiJ_
d.l._.bJ
._B_._Qi
_._._._.
IiI_._I_
_.kR_._R

._T_M_.t
jJ_._J_.
._L_JiJ_
d.l._.bJ
._B_._Qi
_._._._.
IiI_._I_
_.kR_._R

Only here is there a di ver gence.
AK pre fers...
18.©g3
DlV opts for 18.©e2  0-0 19.Õhf1,
when his idea is to meet 19...Ãb4
by 20.a3!; and 19...Ãb6 with
20.®b1! e.g. 20...Ãg2 21.Ãe6
Ãf1 22.©e4 with some ad van tage.
AK con tin ues with...
 18...0-0
Or af ter 18...Ãe4 he deeply an a -
lyzes 19.Õhe1 Ãf5 20.Õd5.
19.Ãd2 ©b6 20.Ãe6
...as on pages 81-84.
I have to ad mit I was im pressed by
both au thors who have sug gested
their very own con vinc ing im -
prove ments.

In the al ter na tive line
1.e4 c5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.d4 cd4
4.Àd4 Àf6 5.Àc3 d6 6.Ãg5 e6
7.©d2 a6  8.0-0-0 Ãd7

T_.dMl.t
_J_L_JjJ
J_SjJs._
_._._.b.
._.nI_._
_.n._._.
IiIq.iIi
_.kR_B_R

T_.dMl.t
_J_L_JjJ
J_SjJs._
_._._.b.
._.nI_._
_.n._._.
IiIq.iIi
_.kR_B_R

DlV pre fers 9.f3. This (in tend ing
g2-g4 etc.) sticks closer to his
over all sys tem and scores a higher
per cent age in prac tice. AK in stead
cov ers the main line with 9.f4.

Fi nally af ter...
1.e4 c5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.d4 cd4
4.Àd4 Àf6 5.Àc3 d6 6.Ãg5 e6
7.©d2 ©b6
...DlV opts for...
8.Ãf6
AK in stead rec om mends the im -
me di ate 8.Àb3 and in ves ti gates
the ins-and-outs of this in a
20-page chap ter.
8...gf6 9.Àb3
DlV re stricts him self to just
half-a-page of com ments. Against
this Khalifman sug gests...
9...Ãd7  10.0-0-0  0-0-0 11.f4
Àa5 12.Ãe2 h5

._Mt.l.t
jJ_L_J_.
.d.jJj._
s._._._J
._._Ii._
_Nn._._.
IiIqB_Ii
_.kR_._R

._Mt.l.t
jJ_L_J_.
.d.jJj._
s._._._J
._._Ii._
_Nn._._.
IiIqB_Ii
_.kR_._R

...point ing out that Black has n’t
lost time with ei ther of ...a6 or ...h6
and ‘so he can ob tain good
counterplay’.
How ever, Black may not be out of
the woods yet, as af ter...

13.®b1 ®b8 14.Õhf1 Àb3
15.ab3 Ãc6
...White played the strong thrust...
16.f5!
...in Przybylski-Shishkin, Poznan
2006, and suc cess fully pres sur ized 
Black’s cen tre.

These three ex am ples show that the
au thors don’t al ways pro pose the
same an ti dote for White, but of fer
their own ideas and anal y ses.
Clearly Khalifman goes into
greater de tail and, for the very
stron gest play ers, of fers that lit tle
bit ex tra, but De la Villa’s work
would be ad e quate for most and has 
the ad van tage of be ing suc cinct.

Sergey Shipov
The Complete Hedgehog
(Volume 1)
Mon goose Press 2009, 532 pages

Sergey Shipov is a name many will
know, largely due to his pub lished
anal y ses. A cer tain Garry Kasparov,
who con trib uted the pref ace, men -
tions that the au thor was work ing
with him in the late 90’s and de -
scribes him as ‘not just a strong
prac ti cal player, but some one who
likes to study and pur sue the truth’.
Not many chess writ ers re ceive such 
praise from the high est level!
I had al ready noted his abil ity as a
com men ta tor, for ex am ple when
read ing through his an no tated
games for ChessBase or dur ing
Khanty-Mansiysk, but I did n’t
realize how im pres sive a writer he
is. Here he ex ploits the op por tu -
nity to al low his imag i na tion to de -
velop to its full est as he cov ers a
great deal more than an ope ning
sys tem. Apart from nu mer ous
met a phors in volv ing the na ture
and char ac ter of ‘lit tle spiny beast -
ies’ he even brings into ques tion
the eval u a tion of chess po si tions,
which in the case of the Hedge hog
is par tic u larly dif fi cult and per -
haps even mean ing less at times, or
as Shipov states, ‘the ab so lute as -
sess ment of the positions which
arise takes a back seat’.
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A lively style through out, plus an -
ec dotes, wit, and even life-chang -
ing wis dom make this an al l-round
ful fill ing read. Shipov seems to be
some thing of a phi los o pher, for ex -
am ple ex plain ing how a Hedge hog 
player ‘...op er ates in guer rilla
style: avoid ing di rect con tact, he
hides in bushes, ob serves his foe,
waits, and then at tacks at the most
un ex pected mo ment’. More sur -
pris ingly he writes ‘For me, the
Hedge hog is a brother in arms, at

whose side I fear noth ing’, or ‘the
ac tions on the board ... il lus trat ing
Ein stein’s spe cial the ory of rel a tiv -
ity’ or the Zen-like ‘in ter nal har -
mony must be main tained at all
costs!’ and ‘Perpetual check.
Peace and friendship!’.
He brings to light some prac ti cal
par a doxes: ‘at tack ers, by means of
a con scious wors en ing of their po -
si tion, achieve an im prove ment in
their re sults’ or, fur ther on, ‘del i -
cate mas ters of a po si tion de lib er -
ately dry up the game ... worsen
their po si tion, but in this man ner
in crease the like li hood of a pos i -
tive re sult’. You will have to read
the book to find and ap pre ci ate
more of Shipov’s think ing but it’s
certainly a worthwhile experience.
De spite the lit er ary value we
should n’t get dis tracted from his
pri mary aim which is to in form us

about this ope ning set-up. This he
does with the ben e fit of great ex pe -
ri ence and un der stand ing. When
forc ing vari a tions arise he is ready
and will ing to give us the low-
 down, but most of the time rich ex -
pla na tions are the or der of the day.
The chess ‘the ory’ co mes in the
form of il lus trated games which
are ana lysed with great care and at -
ten tion, but even here there are far
more tex tual comments than else -
where.
If I had to split hairs, per haps the
only neg a tive thing about the book
is that it reads like a novel! In other
words one needs to read each
chap ter from left to right as ev ery -
thing flows from the pre vi ous
page. So just ope ning a page and
delv ing into it is n’t such a fruit ful
ac tiv ity. A pity as this makes life
harder for the reviewer!
Mon goose Press seems to be
US-based but there is a Bul gar ian
con nec tion with the cover de sign
and with Semko Semkov in volved. 
The print ing-style re minds one of
Chess Stars ex cept that here the
trans la tion into Eng lish and the
type set ting are first class. The ti tle
is slightly odd per haps – The Com -
plete Hedge hog, Vol ume One reads 
as a con tra dic tion in terms – but al -
though the in ten tion was prob a bly
to keep it to one work, I sup pose
that once Shipov had passed the
500th page and kept go ing some -
body cried ‘Enough for now, put
the rest in another volume!’.
There is no doubt in my mind that
the book is some thing rather spe cial, 
not just due to the qual ity but the ob -
vi ous orig i nal ity of Shipov’s prose.
Never a dull mo ment. So treat your -
self and buy it even if the Hedge hog 
is n’t your fa vour ite an i mal!

The Eng lish Ope ning, Vol ume One
Mihail Marin
Qual ity Chess, 477 pages

If you are aware of Marin’s twin
vol umes on his Span ish/Open
Games rep er toire you will know
his writ ing style al ready. He has a

positionally-minded ap proach and 
likes to think things through log i -
cally be fore get ting down to pure
anal y sis. I think this makes him
eas ier to fol low than more emo tive
au thors and fur ther more the stra te -
gic Eng lish Ope ning is per fect ma -
te rial for him to get his teeth into.
So through out the work his clearly
writ ten text is par a mount, and
so-much-so that game seg ments
only take on a sup port ing role by
il lus trat ing his think ing. He is not
one to be swayed by oth ers it
seems, as he has a crit i cal ap proach 
to pre vi ous anal y ses, even by
illustrious commentators.
There are no ECO-style ta bles this
time (which had their sup port ers
and de trac tors in his ear lier Qual -
ity works), but his un hur ried and
gen er ous ex plan a tory writ ing is
there to be ap pre ci ated by all. With 
Marin, even when read ing about
lines that I know fairly well, he in -
ev i ta bly sur prises me with his in -
sight and I of ten end up think ing
‘Oh yes, I never thought of it that

way before!’.
Here the book ac tu ally uses a
print ing style akin to that al ready
em ployed by Qual ity Chess in
Avrukh’s 1.d4 Grand mas ter Rep -
er toire. Marin also high lights nov -
el ties and orig i nal think ing and is
thus seek ing to at tract the top end
of the mar ket by lay ing-out a crit i -

243

Book Reviews



cal and com bat ive rep er toire, as
well as in clud ing many recent
references.
In gen eral I like the way that Qual -
ity pres ent their prod ucts so much
that I feel a need to men tion this
again. Here there are 30-odd man -
age able chap ters, each re ceiv ing a
brief in dex of vari a tions and rel e -
vant con clu sions. The type set ting
and print ing are sec ond to none
and, if this is n’t enough, a de tailed
in dex of vari a tions at the end
should en able ev ery one to find
their way around.
There are in to tal 454 large pages,
but this cov ers only half the rep er -
toire (that is 1.c4 e5), with the
prom ise of the rest to fol low in
Vol ume Two. It seems a trend to
pro duce weighty tomes al lied with
the threat of more in store later!
There will of course be com pe ti -
tion from John Wat son’s Mas ter -
ing the Chess Ope nings, Vol ume 3
which came out only a year ago,
but for the con sumer it’s better to
have a choice be tween great pub li -
ca tions rather than set tling for
mediocrity.
So it just has to be rec om mended,
par tic u larly if you are con cerned
with 1.c4 e5 from White’s point of
view.

Ivan Sokolov
The Ruy Lopez Revisited
New in Chess 2009, 271 pages

On so many oc ca sions over the
years I have looked at slightly dar -
ing and pos si bly un der es ti mated
ideas for Black af ter 1.e4 e5, and I
have learnt that you can al most bet
your last dol lar that Sokolov had
got there first! Ivan Sokolov in fact 
plays all sorts of sys tems, some of
them com pletely sound and oth ers
per haps less so, but of all ac tive
GMs of a cer tain stand ing he has
per haps the great est ex pe ri ence in
these marginal lines.
The book ac tu ally con cen trates on
the Span ish with out 3...a6, a sub -
ject cov ered in 1986 by Mikhail
Yudovich (Span ish with out 3...a6,

Batsford) and yours truly (Off beat
Span ish, Ev ery man 2000) but
these are rather past their shelf-
 life, es pe cially the for mer! In ad di -
tion to what Yudovich and I cov -
ered, Sokolov also deals with the
de layed Jaenisch (de spite it be ing
a bit dodgy) which seems a log i cal
choice as 3...a6 4.Ãa4 f5 clearly
has sim i lar i ties with 3...f5. How -
ever, he wisely leaves the Berlin
(1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 Àf6)
alone, which has taken on a life of
its own in recent years.
In the more ac cept able ver sion of
the Jaenisch (3...f5!) Sokolov adds
a great deal to known the ory and in
par tic u lar has a very close look at
the fol low ing:
1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 f5
4.Àc3 fe4 5.Àe4 d5
The au thor de scribes 5...Àf6 as
‘fully play able’, so agrees with
Brunello (see my re view in Year -
book 93).
6.Àe5 de4 7.Àc6 ©g5 8.©e2
Àf6

T_L_Ml.t
jJj._.jJ
._N_.s._
_B_._.d.
._._J_._
_._._._.
IiIiQiIi
r.b.k._R

T_L_Ml.t
jJj._.jJ
._N_.s._
_B_._.d.
._._J_._
_._._._.
IiIiQiIi
r.b.k._R

9.Àa7!?
This has been touted in some quar -
ters as a ‘ref u ta tion’ but I sus pect
that there are many se crets wait ing
to be un cov ered be fore a fi nal con -
clu sion will be made. Sokolov
anal y ses this in great de tail, show -
ing that there is life in the old
Jaenisch yet!
In ter est ingly enough Sokolov
does n’t be lieve that the main line
9.f4 gives any ad van tage to White.
9...Ãd7! 10.Ãd7 Àd7! 11.f4!
See pages 35-42. This is crit i cal
and I won’t even be gin to delve any 
fur ther, just get the book and you’ll 
see why!

I also liked his cov er age of the
Clas si cal Vari a tion (1.e4 e5 2.Àf3
Àc6 3.Ãb5 Ãc5) and Sokolov has
some in ter est ing things to say about 
the choice of move or der for Black.
He clears off the cob webs on lines
that have n’t re ceived due at ten tion,
and dem on strates that there are
many ways for Black to seek win -
ning chances. Even so, I found him
to be ob jec tive in his as sess ments
and not afraid to point out those
span ners that White can throw in
the works. It’s also clear that he has
gone far be yond what pre vi ous au -
thors have had to say so of ten, even
white Span ish play ers would be un -
wise to ig nore this work. Some
less-se ri ous read ers may find the
anal y sis a lit tle too de tailed at
times, which leaves one with the
im pres sion that chess is a very
com pli cated game. I won der why?
The struc ture of the book is how -
ever user-friendly, with each chap -
ter be ing al lo cated a brief but
pointed in tro duc tion and a firm

con clu sion at the end. The in dex of 
vari a tions is now a reg u lar fea ture
of the New in Chess ope ning se -
ries, and thankfully so.
There is no doubt that Ivan Sokolov 
is onto an other win ner here.
Clearly I am rec om mend ing this
book to play ers of all strengths and 
hope that it may in duce some of
them to switch from the Petroff!
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