
Sosonko’s Cor ner

Roman + Rybka

Just when I was pon der ing about
the sub ject of my next col umn
Viktor Kortchnoi called me from
Swit zer land. ‘Genna, you have
been play ing the Dragon your en -
tire life. I saw some re cent games
by Carlsen, in which he played
12...a6, not with out suc cess. Is it
worth try ing? Does White re ally
have some prob lems here?’
I dared not to give a straight an -
swer to the fa mous mae stro. To
this very day he still works a lot on
open ings, al though ‘man u ally’ has 
to be added to this ob ser va tion.

Later that very day I re ceived a
phone call from an other con ti nent.
My old friend Ro man Dzindzi -
chashvili, us ing ex actly the same
words: ‘Genna, you have been
play ing the Dragon your en tire life
– I found the ref u ta tion of the sys -
tem!’
Dzindzi was re fer ring to this line.
1.e4 c5 2.Àf3 d6 3.d4 cd4
4.Àd4 Àf6 5.Àc3 g6 6.Ãe3
Ãg7 7.f3 Àc6 8.©d2  0-0 9. 0-0-0 
d5 10.®b1 Àd4 11.e5

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_.jJlJ
._._.sJ_
_._Ji._.
._.s._._
_.n.bI_.
IiIq._Ii
_K_R_B_R

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_.jJlJ
._._.sJ_
_._Ji._.
._.s._._
_.n.bI_.
IiIq._Ii
_K_R_B_R

In Year book 42 I al ready men -
tioned this line. To my knowl edge
this bi zarre move was first played
in the game L.Milov-Cirkvencic,
Nagykanizsa 1993.
11...Àd7 12.Ãd4 e6 13.f4 f6
14.ef6 Ãf6 15.©e3 Àb6 16.h4
Ãd4 17.Õd4å

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_._._J
.s._J_J_
_._J_._.
._.r.i.i
_.n.q._.
IiI_._I_
_K_._B_R

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_._._J
.s._J_J_
_._J_._.
._.r.i.i
_.n.q._.
IiI_._I_
_K_._B_R

Sub se quently hun dreds of games
have been played with this orig i nal 
idea. The main line cul mi nates in a
queen sac ri fice.
11...Àf5 12.ef6 Ãf6 13.Àd5
©d5 14.©d5 Àe3 15.©d2 Àd1
16.©d1
The fact that renowned grand -
masters such as Fabiano Caruana,
one the world’s youn gest and best
tal ents and gifted with a sharp eye
for the o ret i cal de vel op ments, have 
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given this line their seal of ap -
proval, speaks vol umes.

T_L_.tM_
jJ_.jJ_J
._._.lJ_
_._._._.
._._._._
_._._I_.
IiI_._Ii
_K_Q_B_R

T_L_.tM_
jJ_.jJ_J
._._.lJ_
_._._._.
._._._._
_._._I_.
IiI_._Ii
_K_Q_B_R

The eval u a tion of my com puter is
0.70, in hu man terms a sizable
 advantage for White. How ever, in
this type of po si tion the sil i con
judg ment is slightly less rel e vant,
be cause it is to a large ex tent based
on ma te rial con sid er ations.
16...Ãe6
Doubt lessly the best re ply. The
more ag gres sive 16...Ãf5?! al lows 
White to oc cupy the a2-g8 di ag o -
nal. This as sures him of the better
chances: 17.Ãc4! b5 (17...Õfd8
18.©e2 Ãg5? 19.Õd1 Õd1
20.©d1 Õc8 21.Ãb3 Õc6 22.©d5
e6? 23.©e5 h5 24.g4 1-0
Shabalov-Kiewra, Chi cago Open
2004; 17...Õfc8 18.Ãb3 g5 19.g4
Ãg6 20.h4 h6 21.f4 gf4 22.©f3
Õc5 23.©f4 Õac8 24.Õh2 ®g7
25.h5 Ãe5 26.©f3 Ãh2 27.hg6 f6
28.©b7 Ãd6 29.©a7ê Fier-
 Arribas Lopez, Parla Open 2008)
18.Ãb3 a5 19.g4 Õfd8 (19...Ãc8
20.©e2 Õb8 21.Õd1 e6 22.©d2!
Õa8 (22...a4? 23.©f4!ê)
23.©f4 Ãg7 24.a4 ba4 25.©a4å
N.Mamedov- Aronian, Batumi
Ech 2002) 20.©e2 Ãd7 21.Ãd5
Õab8 22.Õd1å a4 23.f4 b4 24.Ãc4 
e6 25.g5 Ãg7 26.Õd6 Ãf8 27.Õd3
Ãc6 28.h4 Õd3 29.Ãd3 Ãg7 30.h5 
Õd8 31.h6! Ãh8 32.©e3 Ãd4
33.©e1 Õb8 34.©d2 Ãc5 35.©e2
Ãd4 36.Ãg6! hg6 37.©c4ê
Fier-Robson, Hoogeveen 2008.
17.Ãb5!
Ac cord ing to Dzindzi the stron gest
move. White’s ma noeuvre can be
seen in sev eral other lines of the
Dragon. The mod est 17.Ãe2 is less

prom is ing: 17...Õfd8 18.©c1 b5
19.Õd1 Õdc8 20.©e3 a5 21.g4 b4
22.Ãb5 (too late) 22...a4 23.Õd3?
(a tac ti cal mis take. 23.©e4 a3
24.©b4 Ãb2 25.c4 Õab8 26.©a4 is 
still ac cept able for White)
23...Ãa2! 24.®a2 Õc2 25.g5 Ãg7
26.Õd2 b3 27.®a3 (27.®b1 Õac8
28.Õe2 Ãd4 29.©d2 Õd2 30.Õd2
Ãe3 31.Õd1 Ãg5 32.Ãa4 Õc2
33.Ãb3 Õh2) 27...Ãb2 28.®b4
Ãc1 29.Õc2 Ãe3 30.Õe2 Ãc1
31.Ãd3 b2 32.Ãb1 a3 33.®b3 a2
34.Ãa2 Õa3 0-1 Simacek-
 Kashlinskaya, Marianske Lazne
2009.

T_._.tM_
jJ_.jJ_J
._._LlJ_
_B_._._.
._._._._
_._._I_.
IiI_._Ii
_K_Q_._R

T_._.tM_
jJ_.jJ_J
._._LlJ_
_B_._._.
._._._._
_._._I_.
IiI_._Ii
_K_Q_._R

17...a6
Other moves are no bed of roses
for Black either.
 A) 17...Õfd8 18.©e2 Õd4
19.Õd1 Õad8 20.Õd4 Õd4 21.a3
(21.c3 is also quite pos si ble, e.g.
21...Ãf5 22.®a1 Õd5 23.Ãc4 Õe5
24.©f2 h5 25.f4 Õa5 26.a3 b6
27.©d2 ®g7 28.©d8 Õc5 29.Ãb3 
Ãc8 30.g3 h4 31.©e8 e6 32.g4
Õc7 33.h3 g5 34.fg5 Ãg5 35.Ãc2
Ãa6 36.©b8 Õd7 37.Ãa4 Õd3 (a
des per ate at tempt at ac tiv ity.
37...Õe7 38.©e5 Ãf6 (38...f6
39.©e4) 39.©h5 with 40.g5 to
come) 38.©a7 Ãc4 39.©b6 Ãd5
40.©b5 Õh3 41.c4 Õh1 42.®a2 h3 
43.cd5 h2 44.de6 Õa1 45.®a1
h1© 46.®a2 ©c1 47.©d7 1-0
Spoelman-Van Haastert, Dutch
Team Cham pi on ship 2008/09)
21...h5 22.Ãd3 ®g7 23.g3 a5
24.f4 Ãg4 25.©f1 Ãd7 26.f5 b6
27.fg6 fg6 28.©f3 and al though
there were some tech ni cal hic cups
in the end White reeled in vic tory
in Caruana- E.Pinter, Szeged 2007.

 B) 17...Õac8 18.©e2 a6 19.Ãa4
Ãc4 20.©e3 Õfd8 21.Ãb3 Õd6
22.Ãc4 Õc4 23.c3 Õc7 24.®c2
Õcd7 25.g4 Ãh4 26.f4 Õe6
27.©f3 Õed6 28.©g2 g5
(28...Ãf6 29.g5 Ãg7 30.h4 and
just as in Fier-Robson, White is
go ing to clamp Black down with
h5-h6å) 29.f5 ®g7 30.Õf1 b5
31.©e2 e6 32.Õf3 ef5 33.Õf5 Õe6
34.©f3 h6 35.®b3 Ãe1 36.Õd5
Õde7 37.Õd8 b4 38.©a8 bc3
39.Õg8 ®f6 40.©f3 ®e5 41.Õd8
Õb6 42.®a3 1-0 Mekhitarian-
 Aloma  Vidal, Sants Open, Bar ce -
lona 2008.
18.Ãa4 Õfd8
18...b5 19.Ãb3 Ãb3 20.ab3 a5
21.c3? (this should be avoided at all
cost. Dzindzi rec om mends 21.©e2! 
b4 (af ter 21...a4 22.®a2! is the key
move. The king feels com fort able
on b3 af ter 22...ab3 23.®b3) 22.Õd1 
and the ex change of a pair of rooks
con trib utes to White’s ad van tage.
The bat tle is only for two re sults)
21...a4 22.b4 a3 23.©d5 Õfd8
24.©b7 Õab8 25.©a7 Õa8 26.©b7
Õdb8 27.©d5 Õa4 28.©b3 ab2
29.©b2 Õc8 30.Õc1 Õc4 and only
Black can win (which he ac tu ally
did) in Filev-Georgescu, Bu cha rest
jr 2008.
19.©e2 Õd4 20.Ãb3 Ãb3
21.ab3 Õad8 22.g3
22.g4 Ãh4 23.©e3 Õ8d5 24.f4 e6
25.f5! ef5 26.gf5 ®g7 27.Õf1 Õd7
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28.fg6 hg6 29.©e5 f6 30.©e8 f5
31.Õg1 Õf7 32.©e6 Ãf6 33.®a2!
Õf4 34.©e3 Õe4 35.©f3 Ãe5
36.h3 Ãd4 37.Õd1 a5 38.c3 Ãc5
39.Õd2 b6 40.Õd8 Õfe7 41.©d1
Õe8 42.©d7 ®f8 43.b4 ab4
44.cb4 Ãe3 45.©d6 ®f7 46.©d5
®f6 47.©c6 Õ8e6 48.©c3 ®g5
49.©e1 Õe8 50.Õd6 Õ8e6 51.Õd3
®f6 52.©c3 ®g5 53.©h8 Õb4
54.©d8 ®h5 55.Õd7 Ãh6 56.Õh7
g5 57.©f8 Õa4 58.®b3 Õae4
59.©f5 Õe7 60.Õh8 Õf4 61.©d5
Õe3 62.®a2 ®g6 63.©c6 Õf6
64.Õh6 ®h6 65.©f6 ®h5 66.©f5
1-0 E.Pinter-Lötscher, Mitropa
Cup, Szeged 2007.
22...Õ8d6
22...Õ8d5 23.f4 and al though the
game Pacher-E.Pinter, Aus trian
Bundesliga B 2008/09, ended in a
draw, White was on top al most till
the very last move.
23.h4 Õe6 24.©f2 h5 25.Õe1
Õed6 26.c3 Õ4d5 27.b4 a5
28.ba5 Õa5 29.®c2 Õb5 30.Õa1 
Õe6 31.Õa4 Õeb6 32.Õa2 ®g7
33.g4 hg4 34.fg4å g5 35.hg5
Ãg5 36.b4 Õc6 37.®b3 Õd5
38.©f3 Õcd6 39.Õh2 Ãf6
40.©h3 ®f8 41.g5 Ãg7 42.Õf2
Õc6 43.Õf3 Õg5 44.©d7!ê
L.Milov- Umbach, Zu rich Open
2004.
White’s strat egy is ob vi ous. Ex -
change one pair of rooks, never
play c2-c3 and ...a5-a4 should be
met by ®b1-a2. Putt ing up a for -
tress is Black’s last re sort. A pretty
cheer less mis sion, for which other
lines than the Dragon have been in -
vented.
Dzindzi told me that against other
com put ers, and even against him -
self, ruth less Rybka scored up to
80 per cent in this line. As long as
the plug was in the wall, the re -
lent less ma chine had suf fi cient
en ergy to tear down any for ti fi ca -
tion.
An im por tant sys tem from a the o -
ret i cal point of view, as the al ter na -
tive sys tem against 9.0-0-0, which
had its hey day in the mid dle of the
pre vi ous cen tury (9...Àd4 10.Ãd4
Ãe6) is also lit tle fun these days.

The best Black can do is an un -
prom is ing fight for a draw.

An Amazing Discovery
Af ter the suc cess of the sec ond
edi tion of his book Chess Open -
ings for Black, Explained Ro man
Dzindzichashvili and his friend
Rybka are now work ing full speed
on the sec ond edi tion of the se quel
Chess Open ings for White,
Explained. They’re not afraid to
tackle rare lines such as the Max
Lange Gam bit (not to be con fused
with the Max Lange At tack). It
goes like this.
1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãc4 Ãc5
4. 0-0 Àf6 5.d4 Ãd4 6.Àd4 Àd4
7.f4 d6 8.fe5 de5 9.Ãg5

T_LdM_.t
jJj._JjJ
._._.s._
_._.j.b.
._BsI_._
_._._._.
IiI_._Ii
rN_Q_Rk.

T_LdM_.t
jJj._JjJ
._._.s._
_._.j.b.
._BsI_._
_._._._.
IiI_._Ii
rN_Q_Rk.

This gam bit is ap prox i mately 170
years old and was em ployed by the
likes of Cochrane, Max Lange
him self, Anderssen and Steinitz in
the 19th century. Mainly due to the
ex ten sive anal y ses by Lev Gutman 
in Kaissiber 23 (2006), mod ern
grand masters such as Movsesian,
Tkachiev and Tigran L. Petrosian
have given it a try.

Movsesian,Sergey
Adams,Michael
Wijk aan Zee 2009 (2)

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãc4 Ãc5
4. 0-0 Àf6 5.d4 Ãd4 6.Àd4
Àd4 7.f4 d6 8.fe5 de5 9.Ãg5
Ãe6 10.Àa3 ©e7 11.c3 Àc6
12.®h1 Õd8 13.©e2 h6 14.Ãf6 
gf6 15.Õf2 Õg8 16.Õaf1 Õg6
17.Àc2 ®f8 18.Àe3 Àb8
19.©h5 ®g7 20.©f3 ®h7
21.Àd5 Ãd5 22.ed5 e4 23.©f4
Õd6 24.Õe2 Àd7 25.Õe4 Àe5

26.Ãb3 ®g8 27.c4 b6 28.Ãc2
©f8 29.Õe3 Õg5 30.Ãf5 ®h8
31.Õfe1 a5 32.b3 c6 33.dc6
Õc6 34.h4 Õg8 35.Õd1 a4
36.Õd8 ©g7 37.Õg8 ®g8
38.Õg3 1-0

Black’s in ten tions in this line have
not changed much in 150 years.
The ste reo typ i cal moves in this po -
si tion are ...©e7 and ...Ãe6. That’s 
what Zukertort and Anderssen did
in the 19th century, that’s what we
do now.
9...©e7 10.Àa3
The con tin u a tion of Minckwitz,
first played in 1878, is gen er ally
con sid ered the most prom is ing.
Now the stan dard move has al ways 

been 10...Ãe6, trans pos ing to the
game Movsesian-Ad ams above.
The R+R tan dem has come up with 
an amaz ing dis cov ery.
10...Õg8!!

T_L_M_T_
jJj.dJjJ
._._.s._
_._.j.b.
._BsI_._
n._._._.
IiI_._Ii
r._Q_Rk.

T_L_M_T_
jJj.dJjJ
._._.s._
_._.j.b.
._BsI_._
n._._._.
IiI_._Ii
r._Q_Rk.
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A multi-func tional move. Black
does not want to cas tle kingside
any way, so he pre pares counter -
play in case White de cides to take
on f6. What should White do?
11.c3 Àe6 12.Ãf6
R+R sug gest to meet the re treat
12.Ãe3 with 12...Ãd7 13.©b3
 0-0-0 14.Ãa7 Ãc6!. White has re -
cov ered his pawn, but e4 is hang -
ing and Black’s pieces har mo nize
much better. More over, White’s
knight on the edge is a sorry sight.
12...gf6 13.©f3
Black is ready for this con sis tent
ap proach. How ever, Black is also
fine after 13.®h1 Ãd7 14.©f3
Õg6 intending  15...0-0-0.
13...Àf4 14.g3 Ãh3
In this po si tion good ad vice does
not come cheap!

Mys te ri ous Rook Move
Nimzowitsch called moves like
10...Õg8 ‘mys te ri ous rook
moves’. Long be fore the ad vent of
com puter en gines there were ex -
am ples of sim i lar moves.

Uhlmann,Wolfgang
Alexandria,Nana
Halle 1981 (3)

1.c4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6
4.Àf3 e6 5.Ãg5 dc4 6.e4 b5
7.e5 h6 8.Ãh4 g5 9.Àg5 hg5
10.Ãg5 Àbd7 11.g3 Ãb7
12.Ãg2 ©b6 13.ef6  0-0-0
14. 0-0 c5 15.d5 b4

._Mt.l.t
jL_S_J_.
.d._Ji._
_.jI_.b.
.jJ_._._
_.n._.i.
Ii._.iBi
r._Q_Rk.

._Mt.l.t
jL_S_J_.
.d._Ji._
_.jI_.b.
.jJ_._._
_.n._.i.
Ii._.iBi
r._Q_Rk.

16.Õb1

Or how about the following mys te -
ri ous move?

Porreca,Giorgio
Bronstein,David
Bel grade 1954 (10)

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 de4
4.Àe4 Ãf5 5.Àg3 Ãg6 6.h4 h6
7.Àh3 Ãh7 8.Ãc4 Àf6 9.Àf4
Àbd7 10. 0-0 ©c7 11.Õe1

T_._Ml.t
jJdSjJjL
._J_.s.j
_._._._.
._Bi.n.i
_._._.n.
IiI_.iI_
r.bQr.k.

T_._Ml.t
jJdSjJjL
._J_.s.j
_._._._.
._Bi.n.i
_._._.n.
IiI_.iI_
r.bQr.k.

11...Ãg8!
Bronstein was always quite eco -
nom i cal with the use of ex cla ma -
tion marks, but he awarded him self 
one for this un usual pro phy lac tic
move.

Equal izer?
Who does not know the fol low ing
min ia ture by two fight ers par ex -
cel lence?

Miles,Anthony
Kortchnoi,Viktor
Jo han nes burg 1979

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãc4 Ãc5
4.c3 Àf6 5.d4 ed4 6.cd4 Ãb4
7.Ãd2 Ãd2 8.Àbd2 d5 9.ed5
Àd5 10.©b3

T_LdM_.t
jJj._JjJ
._S_._._
_._S_._.
._Bi._._
_Q_._N_.
Ii.n.iIi
r._.k._R

T_LdM_.t
jJj._JjJ
._S_._._
_._S_._.
._Bi._._
_Q_._N_.
Ii.n.iIi
r._.k._R

10...Àa5! 11.©a4 Àc6! 12.©b3 
Àa5! 13.©a4 Àc6! ½-½

The move 10...Àa5 in this an cient
main line was al ready known in the 
19th cen tury, but it was this
mini-game that truly launched it
into prom i nence. Count less times
this game has been cop ied, also by
strong grand masters who don’t
make a habit of open ing with the
king’s pawn, add ing fuel to the
sus pi cion that the re sult of the
game was known be fore it was
played.
Be fore we pres ent Dzindzi’s rec -
om men da tion we will try to ex -
plain why this line has such a fine
rep u ta tion as an equal izer.
Af ter 11.©a4 Àc6! what can
White do?

T_LdM_.t
jJj._JjJ
._S_._._
_._S_._.
Q_Bi._._
_._._N_.
Ii.n.iIi
r._.k._R

T_LdM_.t
jJj._JjJ
._S_._._
_._S_._.
Q_Bi._._
_._._N_.
Ii.n.iIi
r._.k._R

 A) The all too ag gres sive
12.Àe5 is thwarted by 12... 0-0!
13.Àc6 ©e8! 14.®f1 Àb6!
15.©b5 bc6 16.©c5 Ãe6 17.b3
Õd8 18.Õe1 Àc4 19.Àc4 Õd5
20.©a7 ©a8 21.©a8 Õa8 22.®e2
Õa2 23.®f3 Õb5 24.Õb1 Ãf5
25.Õbf1 Õb3 26.®f4? (26.Àe3)
26...g6 (26...Ãd3!î) 27.Àe5?
(27.f3) 27...c5 28.dc5 Õa4 29.®g5 
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®g7 30.Àd7 0-1 Cubas-Mareco,
Santos 2008.
 B) 12.©b3 Àa5 13.©a4 Àc6
14.©b5 (this brings no ad van tage)
14...Àb6 15. 0-0  0-0 16.©c5 Àc4
17.Àc4 Ãe6 18.Àe3 Àe7 19.Àg5
Ãd5 20.©c2 Àg6 21.©f5 c6
22.Àd5 ½-½ Andreikin-
 Romanov, World Junor Cham pi -
on ship, Erevan 2007.
 C) 12.©b3 Àa5 13.©a4 Àc6
14.Ãb5 Ãd7 15.©b3 (this is also
too am bi tious. Better is 15. 0-0)
15...©e7 16.®f1 Ãe6 17.Ãc6 bc6
18.©c2  0-0 19.h4?! Àb4! 20.©b1
©d7 21.a3 Ãf5 22.Àe5 (22.©d1
Ãc2 23.©c1 Ãd3 24.®g1 Àc2
25.Õa2 Àd4 26.Àd4 ©d4 27.©c3
c5ç) 22...©e6 23.©c1?
(23.Àe4ç) 23...Àc2 24.g4 ©d5!
and White soon went down in
Sveshnikov-Mortensen, Kotov
Me mo rial, Le nin grad 1984.

So what is it that our dy namic duo
R+R have in store for us?

Turzo,At tila
Borisek,Jure
Bu da pest 2001 (3)

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãc4 Ãc5
4.c3 Àf6 5.d4 ed4 6.cd4 Ãb4
7.Ãd2 Ãd2 8.Àbd2 d5 9.ed5
Àd5 10.©b3 Àa5 11.©a4 Àc6
12.©b3 Àa5 13.©a4 Àc6
14.©a3!?

T_LdM_.t
jJj._JjJ
._S_._._
_._S_._.
._Bi._._
q._._N_.
Ii.n.iIi
r._.k._R

T_LdM_.t
jJj._JjJ
._S_._._
_._S_._.
._Bi._._
q._._N_.
Ii.n.iIi
r._.k._R

By stop ping Black from cas tling
White forces a queen swap. Leav -
ing a queen on would be ask ing for
trou ble.
14...©e7 15.©e7 Àce7
15...Àde7 16. 0-0  0-0 17.Õfe1 Àf5

18.d5 Àcd4 19.Àd4 Àd4
20.Õe7å Rysavy-Skopal, Havirov 
2008.
16.Àe4 h6 17. 0-0  0-0 18.Õfe1
b6 19.Àc3 Ãe6 20.Õac1 c6
21.Àd5 cd5 22.Ãa6 Àf5 23.Õc7 
g5 24.h3 Õfd8 25.Õec1å.

It’s quite re mark able that de spite
the pres ence of an iso lated pawn
Rybka pre fers White’s chances in
this end game. The fol low ing
scheme is easy to un der stand:
White will cas tle kingside and put
his rooks on c1 and e1, he car ries
out the knight ma noeuvre Àe4 and 
possibly Àc5-d3, and puts his rook 
pawns on a3 and h3 to fur ther
improve his position. The com -
puter dis cerns a small ad van tage of 
0.20. Of course, Black will not sit
around idly, but the po si tion is cer -
tainly not ‘dead’.

When  ana lys ing a slightly in fe rior
end game I once asked the late
Tigran Petrosian: ‘How on earth
are you go ing to make any prog -
ress here?’ The an swer of the for -
mer World Cham pion was tell ing:
‘For prog ress you should ask
Andersson.’ He was re fer ring to
the Swed ish end game ex pert, who
rel ishes in ex ploit ing min ute end -
game ad van tages.

One hun dred years ago Emanuel
Lasker stated that the el e ment of
sur prise in the game of chess has
al most gone. Pillsbury started to
sys tem at i cally ana lyse open ings to 
the bone. This knowl edge car ries
the seed of the death of chess. In
the old days we would seek for ad -
ven ture, now the un known has all
been charted.
I don’t sub scribe to this point of
view. Our game still has many un -
veiled trea sures. But in or der to
dis cover these one has to send our
sil i con friend in the right di rec tion.
I can not remember who said that
mu si cians can be di vided in two
cat e go ries: spe cial ists and am a -
teurs. Mem bers of the for mer
group know how to play but don’t
know how to love it, those from the 
lat ter group don’t know how to
play but certainly know how to
love it. Does such a dis tinc tion also 
ap ply to the world of chess? If yes,
Ro man Dzindzichashvili, whom I
have known for half a cen tury and
who has reached the blessed age of 
65 this spring, be longs to both cat -
e go ries! He knows an aw ful lot
about chess but still loves our
young old game.
Dear Ro man, I wish you all the
best and may R+R find many more
sur pris ing ideas.
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Ro man Dzindzichashvili and the author


